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'TRAVELISTA®
Signature Places 2026

Every year, the Travelista® edito-
rial team naturally returns to one
simple question:' Which places
stayed with us? Not those that
were the newest, the loudest, or
the most photographed—but the
ones we continue to return to in
our thoughts long after coming
home. Places that became more
than part of a journey; they be-
came part of memory. ‘

Travelista® Signature -Places
2026 is not a ranking. Nor is it
an attempt to define what is “the
best.” It is a curated selection of
stays, hotels, and resorts that our
editors and contributors consid-
er exceptional for the way they
function—quietly, precisely, and
with respect for time, space,
and the human presence within
them. These are places where
luxury does not mean excess, but
certainty. Where service feels
less like performance and more
like a natural extension of the
environment. And where a_stay

leaves not just a memory, buta

sense of return.

" es that do not need to prove their

These places are not defined

by a single style or geography.

Among them are historic hotels,
contemporary resorts, mountain

,retreats, and ‘urban. addresses.

What unites thém is a shared
quality: they are legible over
time. They do not lose their char-

acter with the arrival of a new .

season or under the pressure of
trends. They are made for guests
who are not seeking comparison,
but continuity.

For our editors, Signature Places

are destinations where travel is

" no longer divided into “accom-

modation” and “experience ” Ar-
chitecture, cuisine, light, daily
rhythm, and human approach
merge into a single whole. Plac-

value—being there is enough.

Travelista® Signature Places 2026

is a collection of addresses to
which one can return at different
stages of life. Not because they

remain unchanged, but because
- they stay true to their essence.

And that, ultimately, is their sig-
nature.
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SIGNATURE PARTNER

Hotel Riml

Hochgurgl, Austria

SKI'| GOLF | WELLNESS

Perched at 2,200 metres above
sea level in Hochgurgl, Hotel Riml
is one of the highest luxury spa
hotels in the Alps — and one that
wears its altitude with quiet con-
fidence. Surrounded by dramatic
peaks and open skies, the hotel of-
fers a rare combination of alpine
vastness, refined comfort, and
deep calm. This is a place where si-
lence is part of the luxury, broken
only by wind over ridgelines or the
soft crunch of snow under boots.

Interiors balance contemporary
Alpine design with warmth and re-
straint: generous rooms and suites
open onto panoramic mountain
views, while natural materials, mut-
ed tones, and generous light create
an atmosphere that feels grounding
rather than grand. The heart of the
experience, however, lies in the spa.
Riml’s multi-level wellness world
stretches across indoor and outdoor
pools, panoramic saunas, and re-

www.travelista.international

laxation terraces that seem to float
above the Otztal Alps — an invita-
tion to slow down, breathe deeper,
and stay present. Here, wellness is
not treated as an activity but as a
state of being, shaped by altitude,
air, and uninterrupted horizons.

Dining at Riml follows the same
philosophy. The kitchen draws
from Tyrolean traditions, elevated
through modern technique and a
clear respect for ingredients. Eve-
nings unfold unhurriedly, matched
to the rhythm of the mountains
rather than the clock. Whether
visiting in winter for ski-in seren-
ity or in summer for high-alpine
stillness, Hotel Riml is not about
spectacle; it is about elevation —
physical, mental, and emotion-
al — and about the rare luxury of
space, stillness, and perspective.

Hochgurgl 30
6456 Hochgurgl, Tirol
Austria

info@hotel-riml.com
+43 5256 6262
www.hotel-riml.com
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Wellnesshotel Wittelsbach

www.travelista.international

Bad Fiissing, Germany
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STEP INTO
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In the heart of Bad Fiissing —
one of Europe’s most cherished spa
towns — Wellness Hotel Wittels-
bach quietly embodies the region’s
deep-seated tradition of therapeutic
travel. Here, wellness isn't a trend
or a menu of experiences; it'’s a way
of being. For decades, visitors have
come to this corner of Lower Bavar-
ia to let the thermal waters, known
for their mineral-rich composition,
soften tension and restore balance.

What distinguishes the Wittels-
bach is its seamless integration of
tradition with thoughtful modern
design and comfort. Interiors fa-
vor warm, natural materials and
a muted palette that supports a
sense of calm from the moment
you arrive. All new renovated 65
rooms are conceived as havens of
rest — places to exhale rather than
engage — while communal spac-
es are designed to encourage slow
movement and quiet reflection.

The heart of the hotel is its spa,
where thermal pools, the stunning
panoramic Sauna’s with a spectac-
ular view overlooking the Alpine
Scenery, and treatment rooms co-
exist without spectacle. Here, clas-
sic European spa rituals and med-
ically grounded therapies sit side
by side, allowing guests to choose
their own path between relaxation,
recovery, and renewal. There’s no
rush, no drive to entertain — just
a gentle invitation to slow down.

At Wellness Hotel Wittelsbach,
wellness is not prescribed; it’s dis-
covered at your own pace. It’s in
the warmth of the water, the hush
of the halls, the seasonal rhythms
of Bavarian life just beyond the
windows. This is a destination for
those who understand that true res-
toration isn’t produced in flashes
but accumulated quietly, over time.

Beethovenstrafle 8
94072 Bad Fiissing / Germany

info@wellnesshotel-wittelsbach.de
+49 (0)8531 952-0
www.wellnesshotel-wittelsbach.de
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Spa Sklené Teplice

Sklené Teplice, Slovakia

Sklené Teplice Spa is one of Slo-
vakia’s oldest and most precious
thermal destinations, nestled in
the serene, wooded landscape of
the historic Stiavnica Hills. With a
rich history dating back to the 14th
century, these baths have served as
a sanctuary of healing for genera-
tions of travelers and royalty alike.
For centuries, guests have been
drawn here by naturally hot miner-
al springs whose therapeutic quali-
ties remain unchanged - effective,
elemental, and deeply restorative.

The spa complex seamlessly
combines historic bathhouses with
contemporary medical excellence.
At the heart of this destination lies
a true European rarity: a naturally
formed cave steam bath. This sub-
terranean miracle is where mag-
nesium and calcium-rich thermal
water, reaching temperatures up to
42°C, emerges directly into a lime-
stone cavern. To preserve its pure
therapeutic power, the water flows
directly from the springs into all our
pools and baths, undergoing only a
gentle cooling process to reach the

LieCebné termdlne kupele, a.s.
966 03 Sklené Teplice 100, Slovakia

ideal treatment temperature. This
rare mineral composition offers a
profound healing experience for
the musculoskeletal and nervous
systems found nowhere else on the
continent.

Beyond the signature cave ex-
perience, Sklené Teplice focuses
on comprehensive recovery and
chronic conditions. Modern physi-
otherapy and medically supervised
programs are complemented by tra-
ditional thermal baths that reflect
centuries of expertise.

Sklené Teplice is not a destination
for fleeting wellness trends. It is a
sanctuary for those who value conti-
nuity, authenticity, and quiet regen-
eration. Wellness here unfolds slow-
ly - in the warmth of mineral water,
the mystical atmosphere of the
cave, and the steady reassurance of
a spa tradition that has endured for
centuries.

Miesto, kde voda lieéi.

recepcia@kupele-skleneteplice.sk
+421 456 789 600
www.kupele-skleneteplice.sk
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Lily of the Valley

St Tropez, France

Set high on a sun-warmed hill
rather than in any literal valley,
Lily of the Valley feels perfect-
ly attuned to its position above
the Cote d’Azur. Philippe Starck’s
rustic-modernist vision blends ef-
fortlessly into the landscape, bal-
ancing Riviera glamour with an
unexpected sense of grounding.
From the moment of arrival, the
hotel signals that this is not about
display, but about recalibration—
of body, rhythm, and attention.

Life here unfolds between two
striking blue pools, three refined
Mediterranean restaurants, and a
spa that leans decisively into inno-
vation and performance. A private
beach club lies just a short shuttle
ride away, keeping the sea close
without dominating the experience.
Many guests arrive, as intended, for
one of the hotel’s signature health
retreats, where days are structured
around movement, nourishment,
andrecovery. Reformer Pilates flows
into TRX sessions, treatments into
moments of stillness, and meals—

remarkably indulgent for their
purpose—redefine the idea of “diet
cuisine,” where even caviar scram-
bled eggs feel entirely appropriate.

Yet what sets Lily of the Valley
apart is not discipline, but emotion.
Beneath the polished routines and
sunlit terraces lies a rare ability to
reset more than just the physical
body. By the final day, the effect
can feel unexpectedly profound—a
sense of release, clarity, even vul-
nerability. Lily of the Valley is both
tonic and temptation: a place where
wellness meets Riviera sensuality,
and where leaving feels harder than
expected, precisely because some-
thing essential has been restored.

LYo
AlL

WELLNESS LUXURY HOTEL

contact@lilyofthevalley.com
+33 494 55 56 00
www.lilyofthevalley.com
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Sanatorium Dr. Guhra

High Tatras, Slovakia

Set against the majestic back-
drop of the High Tatras, Sanato-
rium Dr. Guhra offers a unique
fusion of medical expertise and
mountain tranquillity. Located in
Tatranskd Polianka, this long-es-
tablished institution has built its
reputation on specialised care
and a deeply personal approach
to rehabilitation and recovery.
Here, the crisp alpine air and nat-
ural surroundings become part
of the healing process, creating
an atmosphere where health and
landscape are closely intertwined.

The sanatorium focuses on
comprehensive treatment pro-
grammes supported by profes-
sional medical teams and modern
therapeutic methods. Each stay
is guided by individual consulta-
tion and tailored care, ensuring
that recovery is not only clinical
but also restorative in a broader
sense. The calm environment of
the Tatras enhances the experi-
ence, encouraging guests to slow

Tatranskd Polianka 4,
062 01 High Tatras, Slovakia

down, breathe deeply and recon-
nect with their physical wellbeing.

Beyond treatment, Sanatori-
um provides a setting defined by
peace and clarity. The surround-
ing forests and mountain views
invite gentle walks and quiet re-
flection, complementing the struc-
tured therapeutic programme.
It is a place where profession-
al healthcare meets the natural
power of the High Tatras, offer-
ing a purposeful retreat focused
on renewal and long-term vitality.
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info@guhra.sk
+421 52 478 8111
https://www.guhra.sk
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Grandhotel Praha

Tatranska Lomnica, Slovakia

Rising above Tatranskd Lom-
nica at an altitude of 850 metres,
Grandhotel Praha has defined al-
pine elegance since 1905. From
its privileged position beneath the
majestic Lomnicky Peak, the ho-
tel is the first building to catch the
morning sun — a daily ritual that
has framed its silhouette for more
than a century. Originally opened
during the golden era of Tatra spa
culture, it soon became a meeting
place for European aristocracy
and evolved into one of the region’s
enduring hospitality legends.

The Secession-style architec-
ture, with its distinctive towers
and ornate balconies, evokes the
romance of early 20th-century
mountain travel while offering
the comfort of a modern four-
star retreat. Today, the hotel fea-
tures 108 rooms and 15 suites,
each designed to reflect histor-
ical character paired with con-
temporary ease. Public spaces
retain the spirit of grand salons

Tatranskd Lomnica,
059 60 Vysoké Tatry, Slovakia

and refined gatherings, echo-
ing an era when social evenings
shaped life beneath the Tatras.

Wellness and gastronomy add
a contemporary dimension to
this historic setting. The Grand
Mountain Spa offers restorative
rituals inspired by traditional Ta-
tra herbs, complemented by the
only outdoor pool in the High
Tatras, overlooking dramatic
mountain panoramas. Seasonal
cuisine celebrates local ingredi-
ents and regional flavours, com-
pleting an experience rooted in
heritage yet confidently present.

HOTELS OPERATED BY

HTMR

info@grandhotelpraha.sk
+421 52 449 7360
www.grandhotelpraha.sk
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The Dolli at Acropolis

Athens, Greece

There are few places in Athens
where the past feels this immediate.
At The Dolli at Acropolis, the city’s
most iconic monument becomes
part of the everyday rhythm, visi-
ble from above as sunlight dances
across ancient stone and modern
water. The setting alone creates a
rare sense of intimacy with histo-
ry, placing guests in direct dialogue
with one of the world’s most power-
ful symbols of classical civilisation.

Inside, the hotel reveals a dis-
tinctly contemporary soul. Care-
fully restored architecture meets
minimalist design, refined mate-
rials and a quiet confidence that
never competes with its surround-
ings. The atmosphere is elegant yet
understated, allowing the weight
of the location to speak for itself
while offering a serene retreat
from the vibrant streets below.

Stepping out into the historic Pla-
ka district, Athens unfolds effort-
lessly—monuments, museums and
centuries of stories all within walk-

Mitropoleos 49, Athens 10555, Greece

ing distance. And yet, returning to
The Dolli feels like a gentle shift in
time, where modern comfort and
curated calm provide balance after
a day immersed in antiquity. As
evening falls, the hotel takes on a dif-
ferent character, with soft light and
panoramic views transforming the
Acropolis into a living backdrop. It
is a place where Athens is not only
observed, but quietly experienced.

THE DOLLI’

AT ACROPOLIS

RESERVATIONS.LE@grecotel.com
+30 2160047000
www.thedolli.com
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Hotel Allora
Budapest, Hungary

Set within the dynamic rhythm of
Hungary’s capital, Hotel Allora offers
a contemporary stay shaped by clar-
ity, comfort and urban perspective.
Positioned to provide easy access
to Budapest’s historic avenues, cul-
tural landmarks and vibrant neigh-
bourhoods, the hotel invites guests
to experience the city from a place
of calm balance. It is an address de-
signed for travellers who value both
exploration and effortless retreat.

Inside, the atmosphere is modern
and composed, with clean architec-
turallinesand thoughtfullyarranged
spaces that emphasise comfort
without excess. Guest rooms are de-
signed to feel bright and functional,
offering a welcoming environment
after a day discovering Budapest’s
thermal baths, grand boulevards
and riverside promenades. Subtle
design details and carefully select-
ed materials create a sense of quiet
sophistication throughout the prop-
erty. The overall aesthetic reflects
a contemporary European sensi-
bility — understated yet confident.

www.travelista.international

Beyond the rooms, Hotel Allora
provides inviting communal areas
where guests can unwind, connect
or simply pause between city adven-
tures. The surrounding district re-
veals Budapest’s layered character,
from historic architecture to lively
cafés and cultural venues. Wheth-
er visiting for business or leisure,
guests find a property that priori-
tises accessibility, attentive service
and relaxed sophistication. It is a
hotel that understands the rhythm
of the city — energetic beyond its
doors, composed within them.

HOTEL ALLORA

reception@hotelallora.hu
+36 20 375 7467
www.hotelallora.hu
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Grand Hotel River Park,

a Luxury Collection Hotel, Bratislava, Slovakia

www.travelista.international ~ DULRUEE 1CTA
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Nestled along the graceful curve
of the Danube, with Bratislava’s
historic skyline as its backdrop,
Grand Hotel River Park stands as
the definitive beacon of refined
hospitality in the Slovak capital.
Its striking contemporary archi-
tecture makes it both an iconic
landmark and a sophisticated
sanctuary, offering a seamless
transition from the city’s vibrant
energy to a world of curated calm.

The experience is anchored
by culinary excellence at the ho-
tel's signature restaurant, where
a Celebrity Chef crafts seasonal
masterpieces that celebrate local
provenance. During the warm-
er months, the riverside terrace
becomes the city’s most coveted
destination - a place to dine al
fresco while the Danube flows just
a heartbeat away. Inside, every de-
tail is overseen by a dedicated Con-
cierge team, ready to secure pri-
vate gallery viewings or bespoke
city tours, ensuring a stay that
is as effortless as it is enriching.

Dvotéakovo nabrezie 6,
811 02 Bratislava, Slovakia

For those seeking restoration,
ZION SPA LUXURY awaits on
the 11th floor. This high-altitude
sanctuary features a breathtak-
ing panoramic pool and treat-
ment rooms where the views
stretch across the river to the
horizon, providing a rare sense
of floating above the capital.

Each room and suite is a mas-
terclass in spatial elegance, featur-
ing clean lines, rich textures, and
floor-to-ceiling vistas. Grand Ho-
tel River Park is more than a base
in Bratislava; it is a vantage point
from which the city’s rhythm, cul-
ture, and timeless riverside beauty
are most elegantly appreciated.

THE

LUXURY

Corpgemio™

reservations@grandriverpark.com
+421-2-3223-8222
www.grandriverpark.com
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Akelarre

San Sebastian, Spain

On the slopes of Monte Iguel-
do, overlooking the Bay of Biscay
and set at a quiet distance from
San Sebastidan, Akelarre stands
as a place that has never needed
to be loud. Long before the hotel
opened in 2017, this site was al-
ready a fixed point in European
gastronomy—the three-Miche-
lin-star kitchen of Pedro Subija-
na, built on discipline, patience,
and a deep relationship with the
landscape of northern Spain. The
hotel did not emerge as a sepa-
rate project, but as a natural con-
tinuation of the same philosophy.

Today, Akelarre is a five-star
retreat with just 22 rooms carved
into the hillside, each facing the
ocean and each with a private
terrace where the horizon be-
comes part of the space. Interi-
ors work with natural materials,
muted tones, and a restrained
minimalism that reflects the
raw beauty of the Basque coast,
without the need for decoration.

www.travelista.international

Gastronomy remains the core
of the concept. The three-star
Akelarre restaurant continues to
shape modern Basque cuisine
through precise technique and
respect for terroir, while Espazio
Oteiza offers the same values in
a more relaxed expression. Din-
ing here is not an event, but a
natural part of the day’s rhythm.

Akelarre is neither a hotel nor
a restaurant in the traditional
sense. It is a slow, cohesive vi-
sion of hospitality, where luxury
is found in space, silence, and re-
spect for place. A stay here feels
less like a curated experience
and more like a state in which
everything quietly makes sense.

info@akelarre.net
+34 943 311 208
www.akelarre.net
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Badrutt’s Palace

St. Moritz, Switzerland

In the most iconic position in St.
Moritz stands a hotel that has de-
fined Alpine luxury for more than
a century. Badrutt’s Palace is not
only a landmark overlooking the
lake and town centre, but also a
symbol of continuity—celebrating
130 years of uninterrupted oper-
ation in 2026, with history that
lives not in archives, but in daily
practice, service, and atmosphere.

The original palace retains its
fairy-tale character, with grand
interiors and a social life deeply
embedded in its DNA. At the same
time, Badrutt’s has stepped con-
fidently into the future through
the contemporary Serlas Wing,
opened opposite the main hotel.
Connected by underground pas-
sageways to the original building
and the historic Chesa Veglia res-
taurant, the hotel offers a seam-
less experience, particularly val-
uable during the winter months.

While long associated with the
winter season, Badrutt’s Palace re-

veals a different strength in sum-
mer, when a quieter St. Moritz al-
lows for a slower rhythm shaped
by lake sailing, mountain hikes,
and time spent in the hotel gar-
dens. Luxury here is not defined
by volume, but by the freedom
guests have to set their own pace.

Badrutt’s Palace remains a great
Alpine hotel in the fullest sense—
marked by exceptional service,
a strong social dimension, and
an unshakable sense of place. It
does not need to compare itself; it
serves as a reference point, calm
and assured in its own identity.

info@badruttspalace.com
+41 81 837 10 00
www.badruttspalace.com
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Beaverbrook
Surrey, United Kingdom

The English countryside takes
many forms, but few feel as nat-
urally iconic as Beaverbrook in
Surrey. This expansive 470-acre
estate, with roots dating back
to 1866, is not merely a historic
residence but a living landscape
where British heritage meets
understated contemporary ele-
gance. The main house carries
its past visibly in both architec-
ture and interiors, yet it never
feels like a museum—rather like a
place that has learned how to age
with ease, confidence, and grace.

One of Beaverbrook’s defining
elements is its spa, widely re-
garded as one of the most com-
pelling in the country. Beneath
a stained-glass ceiling, softened
light and carefully designed ritu-
als create an atmosphere where
wellness is not a trend, but a state
of mind. Moving past the out-
door pool between treatments
carries a sense of calm that lin-
gers long after departure, shaping
the entire experience of the stay.

Accommodation is divided be-
tween the main house and the Vil-
lage—a separate enclave reached
by a short electric buggy ride. The
Village is especially popular with
families: colourful, playful interi-
ors, a relaxed rhythm, and a res-
taurant serving classic British cui-
sine create a sense of ease without
sacrificing quality. Beaverbrook’s
culinary landscape extends far be-
yond that, from a highly acclaimed
Japanese restaurant to summer
dining experiences held outdoors,
where meals unfold against the
whimsical backdrop of hot-air
balloons rising over the grounds.

Beaverbrook is a place where
the English countryside does not
perform nostalgia or excess. It of-
fers a refined, layered stay that
works equally well for couples
seeking quiet and for families
looking to experience England at
its most welcoming and generous.

info@beaverbrook.co.uk
+44 (0)1372 571300
beaverbrook.co.uk
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Castelfalfi

Tuscany, Italy

Castelfalfi is one of those places
where beauty and comfort come
together with an effortless sense
of ease. Spanning more than 2,700
acres of Tuscan countryside, this
expansive  “whole-village” re-
sort functions as a self-contained
world, where a historic village be-
comes an integral part of the stay.
From the castle, a cobblestone
street leads past a 13th-century
Romanesque church, boutiques,
gelaterias, and pizzerias to the two
hotel buildings. The older one is a
sensitively repurposed 19th-cen-
tury tobacco factory, while the
lower, contemporary structure
offers sweeping valley views
and houses Bar Ecru & Lounge,
the spa, and the indoor pool.

Castelfalfi is conceived as a
destination for slow yet active
stays. Outdoor pools, a Montes-
sori children’s club, a woodland
adventure centre, wine and olive
oil tastings, and standalone farm-
houses operating as private villas
with pools create a setting that
works equally well for families

www.travelista.international

and couples. One of the resort’s
defining strengths is its extensive
programme of more than forty
activities, ranging from archery,
beekeeping, and truffle hunting
to falconry, cookery, Pilates, and
yoga. The interiors, thoughtfully
reimagined by Milan-based studio
Caberlon Caroppi, feature a muted
palette of natural tones, layered
textures of velvet, leather, and
marble, and sculptural furnish-
ings by Paolo Castelli. Culinary
direction is led by executive chef
Davide De Simone, whose farm-
to-table approach draws heavily
on ingredients grown on the re-
sort’s own fields and orchards.
Castelfalfi captures Tuscany at its
calmest and most legible—a place
where the village has not become
an attraction, but a way of life.

reservations@castelfalfi.com
+39 0571 890 001
www.castelfalfi.com
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Claridge’s
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London, United Kingdom

Claridge’s is one of those hotels
whose identity was shaped long
ago—and has been carefully re-
fined ever since. It has welcomed
notable guests since the early 19th
century, but it was in the Roaring
Twenties that it truly found its
rhythm, becoming a natural cen-
tre of London’s social life. That en-
ergy still lives in the interiors to-
day: shimmering Lalique panels,
Art Deco mirrors, stained-glass
butterflies, and the iconic checker-
board lobby floor create an atmos-
phere that is elegant yet never stat-
ic. Afternoon tea hums with life,
while the softly lit Fumoir Bar re-
mains a place for encounters, con-
versation, and discreet romance.

Yet Claridge’s does mnot rely
solely on its past. The hotel em-
braces its heritage with confi-
dence while continuing to move
forward. The subterranean spa
designed by André Fu feels like a
quiet refuge beneath the city; the
Painter’s Room offers a contem-

porary take on afternoon tea; and
the forthcoming Claridge’s Bakery
extends the hotel’s world beyond
its walls. Today, Claridge’s exists
in a rare balance between tradi-
tion and modern London—a place
that retains the sparkle of the Jazz
Age while remaining effortlessly
current. As Spencer Tracy once
said, “When I die, I don’t want to
go to heaven. I want to go to Clar-
idge’s.” And Claridge’s continues to
shine—without needing to change.

reservations@claridges.co.uk
+44 20 7629 8860
www.claridges.co.uk
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Forestis
Dolomites, Italy

At Forestis, the rhythm is not set
by the hotel, but by the landscape
itself. High above the valleys of
South Tyrol, on a site chosen for
its exceptional sunlight, spring
water, mountain air, and uninter-
rupted views of the dramatic Odle
massif, a place was created that
consciously yields to nature. All
62 minimalist suites are orient-
ed to frame the mountains like
living paintings—without excess
decoration, without any attempt
to compete with their surround-
ings. Architecture, materials, and
silence work here in harmony
with the landscape, not above it.

Nature permeates Forestis in
every form. From biophilic ar-
chitecture and Celtic-inspired
wellness rituals to the so-called
“forest cuisine,” which draws on
what grows, ripens, and carries
scent in the surrounding envi-
ronment. After hiking or skiing
in the Plose area, the day natu-
rally concludes in the amphithe-
atre restaurant, where a tasting
menu unfolds alongside a sunset

www.travelista.international

over the mountains—dramat-
ic, yet never theatrical. Wellness
here is not an attraction, but a re-
turn to elemental balance: water,
warmth, breath, and movement.

The history of the site adds an-
other layer to Forestis. Originally
conceived in 1912 as a sanatorium
for Austro-Hungarian aristocracy,
itlater fell silent for many years. Its
new chapter began in 2020, when
Stefan and Teresa Hinteregger in-
troduced three slender towers and
an exceptional spa with a swim-
in/swim-out pool that dissolves
into the horizon. A private villa
for ten guests followed, as did the
concept restaurant Yera—a cave-
like space with a central firepit,
where the forest becomes not just
a backdrop, but the main protago-
nist. Forestis is not an escape into
nature. It is a return to it—slow,
precise, and deeply considered.

info@forestis.it
+39 0472 694100
www.forestis.it
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Four Seasons Astir Palace

Athens, Greece

Perched on pine-scented hills
along the Athenian Riviera, Four
Seasons Astir Palace reveals itself
gradually—the farther one moves
from the dusty pulse of the city,
the clearer its modernist archi-
tecture and quiet confidence be-
come. The white resort, defined
by clean geometric lines, sits on
a peninsula that naturally bridg-
es Athens and the Aegean Sea,
urban energy and coastal ease.

Rooms and suites continue
the resort’s cool, light-toned pal-
ette, allowing the views to take
centre stage. Most open onto ex-
pansive terraces overlooking the
sea, while manicured olive trees
frame pools scattered through-
out the grounds. The atmosphere
is polished yet relaxed, elegant
without rigidity—everything
feels considered and unforced.

Dining follows the same effort-
less rhythm. The informal Taver-
na 37 is a favourite for salt-baked
sea bass, while the daily tiradito

at Helios becomes a small ritual,
conveniently positioned opposite
the children’s club where younger
guests are happily absorbed be-
tween courses. The family-friend-
ly character of the resort is seam-
lessly integrated, never intruding
on the sense of grown-up retreat.

On-site boutiques showcase con-
temporary Greek brands such as
Magoosh, Callista, and Zeus & Di-
one, and stays here often include
unexpected moments—from daily
tennis lessons to restorative sea
swims and creative workshops
with local artists. Four Seasons
Astir Palace Hotel Athens appeals
to a wide spectrum of travellers
while maintaining a clear iden-
tity, merging cultural proxim-
ity with seaside calm in a way
that feels natural and enduring.

reservations.athens@fourseasons.com
+30 210 890 1000
www.fourseasons.com/athens
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Grand Hotel Excelsior
Wﬂﬂl’la, Sorrento, Italy

In the 1830s, the Fiorentino
family secured what may be the
most privileged corner of the
Amalfi Coast—a secluded prom-
ontory above Sorrento, gently set
apart from Piazza Tasso by fra-
grant orange groves. It was here
that the Grand Hotel Excelsior
Vittoria was born, conceived not
merely as accommodation but as
a destination in its own right. To-
day, under the stewardship of the
fifth generation of the Fiorentino
family, thoughtful restorations
have returned the hotel’s lustre
while preserving its old-world el-
egance and sense of continuity.

The interiors carry the memory
of the place with ease. Antique fur-
nishings, heavy draped curtains,
and a restrained palette create
an atmosphere that feels lived-in
rather than nostalgic. Some rooms
overlook the lush gardens; the
most distinctive open onto sunlit
terraces and quietly recall alineage
of notable guests—from Pavarotti
and Caruso to Princess Margaret.

History here is not curated for ef-
fect; it simply exists as part of the
stay. Dining unfolds across several
moods, always rooted in the pro-
duce of Campania. Relaxed sup-
pers at Terrazza Vittoria contrast
with the refined, all-evening rit-
uals of Michelin-starred Terrazza
Bosquet, while breakfast beneath
the frescoes of Ristorante Vittoria
sets a measured tone for the day.

From the pool, views extend
toward Sorrento’s classical archi-
tecture and the sea beyond. Wher-
ever one pauses, Grand Hotel
Excelsior Vittoria retains a sense
of occasion that remains entirely
relevant. It is an address that un-
derstands time, and wears it well.

info@exvitt.it
+39 081 877 7111
excelsiorvittoria.com
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Grand Hotel Son Net

Mallorca, Spain

Set against the dramatic back-
drop of the Serra de Tramuntana,
with the Puig de Galatzd rising
behind it, Grand Hotel Son Net
feels like a carefully composed
film set brought to life. The es-
tate dates back to 1672, and its
Balearic  architecture remains
clearly legible today: a terracotta
facade, a 17th-century courtyard,
layered gardens, and a private
chapel create the sense of a his-
toric residence rather than a con-
ventional hotel. The atmosphere
is defined by place and memory,
moving at its own, unhurried pace.

A new chapter began in 2023,
when the founders of Finca Cor-
tesin took over the management
with the intention of restoring
Son Net’s original lightness and
quiet grandeur. The result is re-
strained and precise. Across the
main building and its grounds,
there are just 31 suites—some as
large as 150 square metres—rein-
forcing the intimate scale of the

property. Interiors, sensitively re-
imagined by designer Lorenzo Cas-
tillo, feature canopied beds, soft
furnishings, and carefully chosen
details that honour the hotel’s her-
itage without tipping into nostalgia.

The expansive spa is a highlight,
offering calm rather than spectacle,
while the cuisine draws on Mallor-
can flavours delivered with a subtle,
contemporary touch. Everything
here supports a single idea: even
in a place where abundance would
be easy, restraint is the true luxury.
Grand Hotel Son Netis a composed,
balanced retreat where sophistica-
tion lies in proportion, not excess.

info@sonnet.es
+34 971 147 000
www.sonnet.es
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Grand Hotel Stockholm

Stockholm, Sweden

Few hotels deserve the title
grande dame as naturally as the
Grand Hoétel Stockholm. For more
than a century and a half, it has
stood on the waterfront opposite
the Royal Palace, quietly witness-
ing Sweden’s history, culture, and
social life. Staying here has a rare
ability to blur the line between the
everyday and the exceptional—not
only through the names of its illus-
trious guests, but through the space
itself. The Ingrid Bergman Suite of-
fers a subtle example: a light-filled,
airy room where a black-and-white
portrait of the legendary actress
watches over a window framing the
Royal Palace beyond. Two kinds of
royalty, each of a different nature,
meet within a single line of sight.

This proximity to greatness ex-
tends well beyond atmosphere and
location. Gastronomy is a defining
pillar of the hotel’s identity, shaped
by one of Sweden’s most celebrat-
ed chefs, Mathias Dahlgren. He
operates several restaurants here,
including the Michelin-starred Sea-
food Gastro, which focuses on Nor-

dic flavours and meticulous work
with seafood. The tasting menu
is generous, layered, and visual-
ly striking—courses featuring fish
specialities, langoustine, and deli-
cate briny notes blend in memory
into something almost dreamlike.

Equally compelling, however,
are the quieter moments. A simple
alfresco lunch at Grand Soleil—oc-
topus salad paired with a glass of
Sancerre—or breakfast brought
to the room: carefully prepared
overnight oats enjoyed while gaz-
ing out over Stockholm’s bright
waterfront. It is in these details
that Grand Hotel Stockholm re-
veals itself not merely as a historic
icon, but as a living hotel—one that
engages with its past without be-
ing bound by it. Here, elegance is
expressed calmly, with confidence,
and without the need for display.

info@grandhotel.se
+46 8 679 3500
www.grandhotel.se
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Hotel 11 Pellicano

Porto Ercole, Italy

For more than sixty years, Ho-
tel Il Pellicano has stood as one of
the quiet icons of Italian hospital-
ity. Founded in 1965 on the wild
slopes of Monte Argentario by the
Anglo-American couple Michael
and Patsy Graham, it quickly be-
came a refuge for those seeking
beauty without spectacle. When
Roberto Scio acquired the prop-
erty in 1979—already deeply in
love with the place from his time
among the jet set of the era—the
hotel’s future became inseparable
from a certain idea of freedom,
discretion, and effortless elegance.

The guestlist has always been part
of Il Pellicano’s allure, but its most
important evolution came with the
arrival of Roberto’s daughter, Ma-
rie-Louise Scio, at the helm. Under
her direction, the hotel’s image was
gently refreshed rather than rein-
vented. The publication of Hotel
Il Pellicano, featuring contempo-
rary photographs by Juergen Teller
alongside earlier work by Slim Aar-
ons, helped introduce the property

to a new generation of bohemians
drawn to authenticity over display.

Far removed from the glamour
circuits of Positano or Capri, this
stretch of Tuscany offers something
quieter and more intimate. There
are no designer boutiques here—
only a slightly magical atmosphere
shaped by meticulous design, im-
peccable service, a Michelin-starred
restaurant, a private boat, and a
boutique that captures not just the
style of the hotel, but a broader vi-
sion of the Italian holiday. Il Pelli-
cano is not about being seen; it is
about belonging, even briefly, to a
place that moves at its own pace.

info@pellicanohotel.com
+39 0564 858111
www.pellicanohotel.com
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Coworth Park

Berkshire, United Kingdom

Coworth Park, part of The
Dorchester Collection, is one of
those places where distance loses its
meaning. Although just seventeen
minutes from Heathrow Terminal
5, it feels worlds away from airports,
schedules, and urban momentum.
This 18th-century estate has, since
2010, evolved into a refined country-
side retreat—offering what London
often cannot: space, stillness, and
a return to a natural rhythm, with-
out sacrificing comfort or polish.

The 240-acre grounds unfold
across immaculate polo fields with
a quietly vibrant social scene, tennis
courts, lakes, a sunken garden, and
wildflower meadows. Everything
is composed yet never contrived;
Coworth Park retains a lived-in
authenticity rather than a staged
pastoral ideal. A recently refreshed
spa completes the sense of bal-
ance, offering restorative calm that
shifts seamlessly with the seasons.

Foodis a defining pillar of the stay.
Michelin-starred Woven by Adam
Smith presents British cuisine at its
most confident and precise—mod-
ern in expression, grounded in local
produce. In summer, the meadow
becomes the estate’s heart, with
pink roses tumbling over the gaze-
bo and striped deck chairs lining the
croquet lawn. In winter, life natural-
ly moves indoors, to the warmth of
the spa and quieter rooms where
time slows without ceremony.

Coworth Park is countryside at
its most assured: discreet, culti-
vated, and perfectly measured.
Not an escape from the city, but
a gentle counterbalance—ideal
for moments when space, light,
and quiet are all that’s needed.

info@coworthpark.com
+44 1344 876600

www.dorchestercollection.com/coworth-park
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Il Salviatino

Florence, Italy

Tucked into the green hills of
Fiesole, Il Salviatino occupies a
privileged position above Florence,
where centuries-old gardens open
onto sweeping views of the city be-
low. From its terraces, the Duomo
rises beyond terracotta rooftops,
framed by cypress trees and the soft
contours of the Tuscan landscape.
The setting feels deliberately re-
moved, yet Florence remains close
enough to shimmer on the horizon,
present without imposing itself.

The hotel's 39 rooms and suites
are shaped by the building’s layered
history rather than a single deco-
rative idea. Hand-painted frescoes,
marble bathrooms and -carefully
placed bursts of colour coexist with
a quiet sense of restraint. Large
windows are treated as architec-
tural features in their own right,
drawing the countryside and the
city into the rooms and making the
view an essential part of the experi-
ence rather than an optional extra.

Beneath the villa lies one of Il Sal-
viatino’s most unexpected spaces: a

www.travelista.international

spa carved into what was once the
palazzo’s wine cellar. Now trans-
formed into a softly pink-hued re-
treat, it feels intimate and almost
secret. Treatments take place in a
domed greenhouse room, initial-
ly striking for its openness, until
the surrounding glass dissolves
into greenery, creating a cocoon
of leaves and filtered light. Well-
ness here is less about spectacle
and more about calm immersion.

11 Salviatino succeeds by balanc-
ing opposites with ease. It offers
the tranquillity of the Tuscan coun-
tryside alongside effortless access
to Florence’s cultural gravity. It is a
place to slow down without discon-
necting, to absorb heritage without
formality, and to experience the
city not from within its streets, but
from a quietly elevated perspective.

info@ilsalviatino.com
+39 055 404740
www.ilsalviatino.com
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La Reserve

Paris, France

La Réserve Paris is one of those
rare hotels whose presence is felt
immediately—and quietly. When it
opened in 2015, it arrived without
spectacle, and nearly a decade later
that restraint remains its greatest
strength. Very little on the surface
has changed, yet everything has
deepened. The hotel’s flagship res-
taurant, Le Gabriel, has evolved
steadily, earning first one, then two,
and now three Michelin stars. The
intimate bar, Le Gaspard, still seats
just a handful of guests, its elegance
now gently spilling onto a discreet
street-facing terrace. The central
courtyard has grown lusher with
time, and the small spa tucked below
ground has become increasingly re-
fined in both ritual and atmosphere.

With only 40 rooms, La Réserve is
the smallest of Paris’s palace-desig-
nated hotels, and it feels deliberate-
ly so. The experience is residential
rather than ceremonial—more pri-
vate home than grand institution.
Interiors are layered in silk, velvet,
taffeta, and cordovan leather, an-

www.travelista.international

chored by Versailles parquet floors,
gilded details, and windows framing
sweeping views from Notre-Dame to
the Eiffel Tower. Itis a vision of Paris-
ian luxury that does not seek atten-
tion, but rewards those who notice.

The collaboration between own-
er Michel Reybier and designer
Jacques Garcia has produced sev-
eral remarkable properties, but
La Réserve Paris stands apart as
their most complete expression.
It is not a hotel that reinvents itself
with trends or announcements.
Instead, it refines, polishes, and
protects a sense of discretion that
has become increasingly rare in
the city. La Réserve does not try
to impress Paris—it belongs to it.

paris@lareserve-hotels.com
+331 58 36 60 60
www.lareserve-paris.com
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Macakizi

Bodrum, Turkey

While much of Bodrum has ac-
celerated over the past decade—
new beach clubs, polished hotels,
louder nights—Macakizi remains
deliberately out of step. Set above
a yacht-dotted bay, just outside
the town’s rhythm, it unfolds as a
cascade of whitewashed cottag-
es draped in bougainvillea, easing
gently toward the water. It is close
enough to feel connected, yet distant
enough to slow everything down.

Life at Macakiz1 follows a simple,
unforced pattern. Days centre on
the wooden jetty: swimming straight
into the sea, stretching out on a sun-
warmed lounger near the ladder,
reading, playing backgammon, or
doing nothing at all. Cats sleep be-
neath tables, dogs wander between
guests, and no one hurries the
hours. Service is relaxed but exact—
staff remember preferences without
ceremony, and familiarity replaces
formality. You are never asked twice
who you are or where you belong.

www.travelista.international

Since opening in the 1970s,
Magakiz1 has cultivated a rare loyal-
ty. Guests return year after year for
the same room, the same table, the
same spot by the water. Evenings
drift in with plates of grilled octo-
pus, caviar, and vegetables picked
that day, conversations stretching
late into the night as the bay quiets.
Bodrum may have reinvented itself
many times, but Macakiz1 remains
its original grande dame—unaffect-
ed, assured, and timeless in its re-
fusal to change what already works.

macakizi@macakizi.com
+90 252 311 24 00
www.mackakizi.com
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Passalacqua
Lake Como, Italy

From a pale amber villa with
sage-green shutters, a sequence
of terraced gardens unfolds gently
toward Lake Como. Olive groves,
mimosa, David Austin roses, mag-
nolias, fountains and stone stair-
ways cascade across seven acres,
ending at the water’s edge, where
boats trace quiet lines across the
lake’s enamel-blue surface. When
Passalacqua opened in 2022 as the
intimate sibling to the much larger
Grand Hotel Tremezzo, expectations
were understandably high. Rath-
er than simply meeting them, the
property exceeded them with ease.

At its heart is the original his-
toric villa, now home to twelve
richly expressive suites that em-
brace a distinctly Italian sense of
grandeur. Frescoes, carved ceil-
ings and baroque proportions
are complemented by exquisite
details: etched mirrors, painted
glass, finely scented leather, and
hand-blown Murano chandeliers.
Throughout the interiors, marble
appears not as embellishment but
as structure—most notably Breccia

www.travelista.international

Pontificia, the stone favoured by
Bernini, lending the house a quiet
sense of permanence and lineage.

Additional suites are housed in
the former stables of the palazzo,
where exposed beams and generous
volumes introduce a more rustic
counterpoint, while Casa al Lago, a
refined 1970s lakeside residence, of-
fers a streamlined, modern contrast
just steps from the water. Together,
these three buildings create a lay-
ered, deeply considered composi-
tion thatfeels both historic and alive.

Passalacqua is not designed to im-
press through scale, but through in-
timacy, craftsmanship and rhythm.
It is a place where the lake sets
the pace, where beauty reveals it-
self gradually, and where luxury
exists not in spectacle, but in the
confidence of restraint and detail.

info@passalacqua.it
+39 031 443 9000
www.passalacqua.it
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Six Senses Douro Valley

Portugal

Set above the terraced vineyards
of the Douro, Six Senses Douro Val-
ley was the brand’s first European
outpost—and it remains one of its
most articulate. What defines the
experience here is not a single fo-
cus, but the freedom to choose how
deeply one wants to engage. The lo-
cation invites immersion through
wine: guided vineyard visits, tast-
ings rooted in place, and the quietly
confident detail of a help-yourself
wine fridge on the main floor that
removes ceremony in favour of ease.

Equally compelling is the sense
of retreat. Nine acres of forest
surround the property, home to
more than 500 plant species, most
of them native, creating a land-
scape that encourages slow walks,
pauses, and unstructured time.
The resort never insists on still-
ness, but it makes it available.

Wellness, naturally, is wo-
ven throughout. Multi-day pro-
grammes—ranging from female
health to holistic resets—combine

expert personal trainers, exten-
sive hydro facilities, and thought-
ful, flavour-driven health menus.
What makes Six Senses Douro Val-
ley distinctive is its ability to hold
all of this at once: wine and well-
ness, activity and rest, structure
and spontaneity. Guests can move
fluidly between modes without
ever feeling that they must choose
a single narrative for their stay.

This is a place that understands
modern luxury as optional depth—
the ability to go further, or simply
to be, depending on the moment.

reservations-dourovalley@sixsenses.com
+351 254 249 670
www.sixsenses.com/douro-valley
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The Venice Venice Hotel

Venice, Italy

When Alessandro Gallo and
Francesca Rinaldo—Venetian na-
tives and founders of the fashion
house Golden Goose—took on the
restoration of the 13th-century Ca’
Da Mosto, it was less a hotel project
than an act of cultural reclamation.
After decades of neglect on the
Grand Canal, the palazzo was given
six years of meticulous attention be-
fore reopening in 2022 as The Ven-
ice Venice Hotel—a place that feels
deeply rooted in the city’s past while
speaking fluently to its present.

The atmosphere is unapologeti-
cally Venetian. Candlelit staircases,
heavy draperies, worn stone corri-
dors and tall Gothic windows frame
constant movement on the Grand
Canal below, where water laps
softly against the facade. Suites are
generous and calm, animated by re-
flected light and the quiet theatre of
Venice outside. There is an intimacy
here that recalls the city at its most
seductive—less  postcard, more
lived-in—an impression Lord Byron
himself might have appreciated.

Art is inseparable from the hotel’s
identity. Contemporary works are
woven into the rooms and public
spaces, including pieces by Arte Pov-
era artists such as Gilberto Zorio and
Jannis Kounellis. On the quayside,
Fabio Viale’s Souvenir—a haunting
reinterpretation of Michelange-
lo’s Pieta with the figures separat-
ed—anchors the hotel firmly in the
present, while acknowledging the
weight of history that surrounds it.

The Venice Venice is not about
nostalgia polished to a shine. It
is about continuity: Venice as a
city of beauty, sensuality, and ar-
tistic risk—still alive, still evolv-
ing, and still capable of surprising
those who think they know it well.

info@venicevenice.com
+39 041 406 63 66
venicevenice.com
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Verina Astra

Sifnos, Greece

When Verina Astra first opened
on the wild eastern cliffs of Sifnos
in 2015, it was a quiet leap of faith.
Just seven suites, no formal res-
taurant, and breakfasts delivered
in straw baskets filled with Sifnian
pies, local cheeses, and seasonal
fruit, served on handmade ceram-
ics by island potters. The setting felt
deliberately removed, the horizon
uninterrupted, the experience inti-
mate and personal. An infinity pool
added later only amplified the sense
of floating between sea and sky.

A decade on, Verina Astra has
grown into one of Greece’s most
distinctive boutique hotels without
losing its original spirit. Now with
16 rooms and suites, the hotel offers
more generous terraces, refined
bathrooms, and a matured sense of
comfort, while preserving its back-
to-nature aesthetic. Life here un-
folds slowly between the alfresco ta-
pas bar, the thatched cabanas of the
Elemis spa, and the kitchen gardens
that supply Bostani, the hotel’s deep-
ly romantic field-to-fork restaurant.

www.travelista.international

At the heart of Verina Astra re-
mains its founders, Isidora Chan-
deli and Miltos Salemis, whose per-
sonal journey mirrors that of the
hotel itself. Their early dream has
evolved into a confident, ground-
ed expression of place, hospital-
ity, and restraint. The vibe is still
relaxed, the connection to Sifnos
unmistakable, and the sense of
authenticity  intact—proof that
growth, when handled with care,
can deepen rather than dilute.

astra@verina.gr
+30 22840 31440
verinahotelsifnos.com
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Weissenhaus Private
Nature Luxury Resort

Wangels, Germany

Set quietly along Germany’s Baltic
coast, Weissenhaus Private Nature
Luxury Resort s the antithesis of an-
ything political its name might sug-
gest. Instead, it is a place defined by
calm, space, and an almost pastoral
sense of order. The resort occupies
a 185-acre estate centred around a
historic castle founded in 1896, re-
opened in 2014 as a retreat where
nature is not curated, but carefully
preserved. With 60 rooms distribut-
ed between the castle and ten addi-
tional buildings, the scale feels gen-
erous yet never crowded, and the
sea is just a short walk away through
open meadows and woodland paths.

What defines Weissenhaus, how-
ever, is not its size but its abundance
of quietly perfect moments. A small
pier stretching into a pond where
time seems to pause. The sunlit
terrace of the Bootshaus restaurant
by the shore, where meals unfold
at an unhurried pace. A tumble-
weed sauna in the award-winning
spa, designed less for spectacle

than for deep restoration. Along
the coastline, traditional Strand-
korbe—roofed wicker beach chairs
typical of the Baltic—are placed
in a wide, open clearing that feels
almost cinematic in its simplicity.

Luxury here expresses itself
through attentiveness rather than
display. Staff move with an intuitive
ease, whether arranging a secluded
spot by the water or delivering a pot
of tea to a quiet corner where guests
can read, think, or simply exist with-
out interruption. Weissenhaus is
not a resort that asks to be explored
all at once. It invites lingering, rep-
etition, and stillness—a rare kind of
hospitality that understands rest not
as inactivity, but as a state of being.

info@weissenhaus.de
+49 4382 9262 0
www.weissenhaus.de
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Amangiri
Utah, USA

If luxury had a lunar outpost, it
might feel something like Amangiri.
Set deep within the ochre canyons
of southern Utah, this is less a resort
than a mirage—an architectural vi-
sion seemingly carved directly from
the desert itself. Concrete walls and
clean, minimalist lines do not com-
pete with the landscape but frame
it, allowing 165-million-year-old
sandstone formations to become
the primary artwork. The effect is
both stark and profoundly calm-
ing, a study in restraint that feels
inseparable from its surroundings.

With just 34 suites, Amangiri
operates at an intentionally inti-
mate scale. Each suite is defined
by limestone walls, private terrac-
es, and fireplaces that flicker softly
against the vastness outside. Lux-
ury here is quiet and elemental,
shaped by space, light, and silence
rather than ornament. The central
pool—often cited as one of the most
striking in the world—feels sus-
pended within the canyon, a place
where hours dissolve without effort.

www.travelista.international

Beyond its visual power, Aman-
giri offers depth through experi-
ence. The Aman Spa draws on Nav-
ajo healing traditions, while dining
balances refinement with a deep
respect for regional ingredients.
Days can unfold slowly between spa
and pool, or expand outward into
the desert: guided hikes to ancient
caves, horseback rides past petro-
glyphs, or canyon explorations led
by Navajo guides who add cultural
context to the raw terrain. Amangi-
ri is a place that gently encourages
disconnection—not as an instruc-
tion, but as a natural response to
its scale and stillness. It is luxury
stripped back to its most essential
form: presence, awe, and an un-
mediated encounter with nature.

amangiri@aman.com
+1 435 675 3999
www.aman.com/amankiri
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Coral Sands
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Harbour Island, Bahamas

There are places that greet the
day with quiet elegance—and then
there is Coral Sands, which greets
it in shades of pink, turquoise, and
unapologetic joy. Set on Harbour
Island’s famous pink-sand beach,
where pulverised coral, red-tint-
ed shells, and foraminifera tint the
shoreline a soft blush, this is a ho-
tel that leans fully into its setting.
The effect is playful without being
frivolous, nostalgic without slip-
ping into kitsch—a seaside fanta-
sy grounded by genuine warmth.

A thoughtful redesign unveiled
in December 2024 sharpened Cor-
al Sands’ character rather than
reinventing it. Interiors embrace
a relaxed coastal aesthetic: sea-
shells appear everywhere (more
than 7,000 in the restaurant alone),
four-poster beds are draped with
canopies in wildflower prints, and
spaces feel light, breezy, and inten-
tionally unpolished. It is the kind
of place where luxury comes not
from perfection, but from ease.

Days here unfold naturally along
the water’s edge. The beach bar be-
comes a focal point—frosé in hand,
conch fritters within reach, the sea
shifting endlessly between shades

of blue and green. Evenings begin
with a Pink Mermaid cocktail be-
fore drifting into Harbour Island
itself, where wandering chickens,
locally owned restaurants, and
an unhurried rhythm give the is-
land its distinct charm. For the
full experience, the beachfront
cottages—with wooden steps de-
scending directly onto rose-colour-
ed sand—offer the closest possi-
ble relationship with the setting.

Coral Sands does not ask to be tak-
en seriously. Instead, it offers some-
thing rarer: a sense of delight that
feelsgenuineand earned. Itisaplace
that understands that escapism can
be beautiful, colour can be comfort-
ing, and that sometimes luxury is
simply waking up to a pink beach
and letting the day take its course.

info@coralsands.com
+1 242 333 2360
www.coralsands.com
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Hermitage Bay

Antigua

Set on a lush, jungle-clad hill-
side overlooking a quiet crescent
of white sand, Hermitage Bay feels
less like a resort and more like a
carefully assembled constellation
of private retreats. Its 30 villa suites
are woven into the landscape, each
with a wraparound terrace, sea
views, and a private infinity pool
softened by cascades of pink bou-
gainvillaea. Interiors favour natu-
ral textures and island calm: ma-
hogany detailing, mosquito-netted
beds, rattan ceiling fans, and an at-
mosphere that privileges ease over
excess. The result is a rare sense of
seclusion that never feels isolated.

Life here moves to a gentle,
sun-led rhythm. Guests—aged 14
and over—drift between the palm-
thatched beach bar and the pow-
dery shoreline, with little urgency to
be anywhere else. The all-inclusive
dining is a highlight rather than a
compromise: dishes are thoughtful
and precise, with favourites like tar-
ragon lobster anchoring menus that
feel quietly confident. As evening

approaches, the daily “sunset and
sushi” ritual becomes a defining
moment—fresh tuna, snapper,
and mahi-mahi nigiri prepared
by Nobu-trained chefs, enjoyed
as the light softens over the bay.

Hermitage Bay’s direction feels
assured, and its future carefully
considered. In 2024, the property
was acquired by Daniel Shamoon,
co-owner of Luxury Hotel Partners,
whose portfolio includes Marbel-
la Club, Puente Romano Marbella,
and several Nobu hotels world-
wide, with another slated for near-
by Barbuda. The acquisition signals
continuity rather than change—an
understanding that Hermitage
Bay’s greatest luxury lies in its re-
straint. It is a place designed for
guests who value stillness, privacy,
and the quiet pleasure of watch-
ing the day dissolve into the sea.

info@hermitagebay.com
+1 268 562 3045
www.hermitagebay.com
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Hotel Le Toiny

St Barths

Perched high above Toiny Bay
on the wilder, less polished south-
eastern edge of St. Barths, Hotel
Le Toiny offers a version of the
island that feels deliberately re-
moved from its social whirl. This
hillside hideaway has long been
the refuge of an in-the-know crowd
seeking calm rather than specta-
cle—an unfussy, low-density re-
treat where nature sets the tone.
Shrub-covered slopes, open hori-
zons, and a sense of distance from
the island’s glossy centre give Le
Toiny its quietly subversive appeal.

The defining luxury here is ac-
cess. A three-minute ride in a De-
fender winds down to the hotel’s
private beach, widely considered
the only truly private hotel beach on
St. Barths. The stretch of pale sand
feels untouched, anchored by a re-
laxed beach club and framed by his-
tory: some of the island’s oldest Eng-
lish-style cottages from the 1700s sit
nearby, one now repurposed as an
intimate spa treatment space. It’s a

reminder that Le Toiny’s sense of
place is layered, not manufactured.

Accommodation unfolds across
spacious suites and villas, all rede-
signed in 2024 to emphasise light,
air, and outward views. Interiors
are calm and contemporary, open-
ing onto leafy terraces and private
pool decks with uninterrupted
glimpses of the Caribbean blue be-
yond. Nothing here competes with
the surroundings; the architecture
simply steps back and lets them
lead. Hotel Le Toiny is St. Barths
at its most elemental—private, un-
derstated, and confidently serene.

reservations@letoiny.com
+590 590 27 88 88
www.letoiny.com
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Anantara New York Palace

fnavLLNviIn

Budapest, Hungary

An architectural icon in the heart
of Budapest, Anantara New York Pal-
ace Budapest captures the grandeur
of the Belle Epoque with remarka-
ble presence. Originally opened in
the late 19th century as the head-
quarters of the New York Life Insur-
ance Company, the palace quickly
became a cultural salon for writers,
artists and intellectuals. Today, its
ornate fagade and lavish interiors
continue to reflect that golden era,
offering guests an immersive stay
shaped by history and elegance.

Inside, soaring ceilings, marble
columns and gilded details cre-
ate an atmosphere of theatrical
refinement, while contemporary
comforts ensure a seamless mod-
ern experience. Guest rooms and
suites are thoughtfully designed
to balance classical opulence with
understated luxury, providing tran-
quil sanctuaries above the city’s vi-
brant streets. The legendary New
York Café — often described as one
of the most beautiful cafés in the

world — remains the social and
gastronomic heart of the property.

Beyond its visual splendour,
Anantara New York Palace Buda-
pest offers a complete urban re-
treat, from refined dining experi-
ences to a serene spa and wellness
area. Its central location places
guests within easy reach of Buda-
pest’s architectural landmarks, cul-
tural institutions and lively boule-
vards. It is a destination where
heritage, artistry and hospitality
converge in unmistakable style.

newyorkpalace@anantara-hotels.com
+36 1886 6111

https://www.anantara.com/en/new-york-palace-budapest
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Le Meurice

Paris, France

Overlooking the Jardin des Tuiler-
ies, Le Meurice stands as one of Par-
is’s most iconic palace hotels, where
classical grandeur meets artistic
imagination. Since the 19th century,
it has welcomed royalty, statesmen
and creative visionaries, shaping its
identity as a refined stage for cul-
ture and elegance. Its location alone
— between the Louvre and Place
de la Concorde — places guests
at the very heart of historic Paris.

The interiors balance 18th-cen-
tury inspiration with contempo-
rary artistry, creating spaces that
feel both opulent and alive. Crystal
chandeliers, marble fireplaces and
gilded details are complement-
ed by modern design elements
that bring freshness to tradition.
Rooms and suites reflect this har-
mony, offering serene sanctuaries
above the city’s rhythm, where Pa-
risian light filters through tall win-
dows and frames timeless views.

www.travelista.international

Culinary excellence further de-
fines the experience, with dining
that celebrates French gastronomy
at the highest level. Service remains
discreet yet intuitive, embodying
the sophistication long associat-
ed with the palace hotel tradition.
Le Meurice is not merely a place
to stay in Paris — it is a living ex-
pression of the city’s artistry, her-
itage and enduring sense of style.

lemeurice@dorchestercollection.com
+33144 581010

https://www.dorchestercollection.com/en/paris/le-meurice/
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Hyatt Regency Belgrade

Belgrade, Serbia

Situated between Belgrade’s his-
toric core and its modern business
district, Hyatt Regency Belgrade
offers a refined gateway to Serbia’s
dynamic capital. Overlooking the
confluence of the Sava and Dan-
ube rivers, the hotel occupies a
strategic yet composed position,
allowing guests to experience
both the city’s vibrant energy and
its quieter, more contemplative
side. It is a property shaped by in-
ternational standards, yet firm-
ly grounded in local character.

Inside, contemporary design
and spacious interiors create an
atmosphere of understated lux-
ury. Guest rooms and suites are
thoughtfully appointed to bal-
ance comfort with functionality,
offering serene retreats after days
of meetings or cultural explora-
tion. Natural light, clean lines and
warm materials contribute to a
sense of calm that contrasts beau-
tifully with the city’s lively rhythm.

Dining venues and wellness fa-
cilities complete the experience,
presenting a blend of regional fla-
vours and global cuisine alongside
restorative spa and fitness spac-
es. Whether visiting for business,
diplomatic engagements or lei-
sure, guests find a setting defined
by professionalism, elegance and
attentive service. Hyatt Regency
Belgrade stands as a confident ex-
pression of modern hospitality
in the heart of Southeast Europe.

belgrade.regency@hyatt.com
+381 11 301 1234

www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/serbia/hyatt-regency-belgrade
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Melea
Sarvar, Hungary

Nestled in the historic spa town
of Sarvar, Melea offers a refresh-
ingly modern retreat with seamless
access to the region’s restorative
waters and cultural charm. The
hotel’s contemporary design sensi-
bility merges effortlessly with the
relaxed pace of this centuries-old
wellness destination, creating a set-
ting where understated style meets
thoughtful comfort. Its location
makes it an ideal base for combin-
ing rejuvenation with exploration
of local traditions and landscapes.

Inside, Melea’s spaces are com-
posed with clarity and warmth —
clean lines, natural materials and
an inviting palette establish a calm
atmosphere that feels both cur-
rent and welcoming. Guest rooms
and suites are designed as restful
sanctuaries, offering balanced pro-
portions and refined details that
invite relaxation after a day at the
spa or wandering the streets of
Sarvar. Everywhere you go within
the property, the sense of consid-
ered simplicity is unmistakable.

www.travelista.international

Beyond its restful interiors, Me-
lea embraces the spirit of its sur-
roundings, designed to comple-
ment Sarvar’s thermal offerings and
gentle charm. Whether visiting for
wellness, cultural discovery or a
serene break from routine, guests
find a property that reflects both the
local spirit and contemporary hos-
pitality. It is a place where modern
comfort, thoughtful design and the
restorative rhythm of Sarvar come
together in a harmonious stay.

reservation@melea.hu
+36 95 523 900
melea.hu
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Aria Hotel Budapest

Budapest, Hungary

Just steps from St. Stephen’s Ba-
silica, Aria Hotel Budapest com-
poses a stay where music and
luxury move in perfect harmony.
Inspired by four musical genres
— classical, opera, jazz and con-
temporary — the hotel transforms
hospitality into a curated sensory
experience. Its intimate scale and
central location allow guests to
feel both immersed in the cultural
heart of Budapest and comfortably
removed from the city’s rhythm.

Inside, design and melody inter-
twine with playful sophistication.
Each room and suite is dedicated
to a celebrated composer or artist,
blendingelegantfurnishingswithar-
tistic detail and a refined colour pal-
ette. The glass-roofed Music Garden
courtyard forms the hotel’s vibrant
centrepiece, creating a luminous
social space that feels both cosmo-
politan and welcoming. The atmos-
phere is creative yet composed, ex-
pressive yet undeniably luxurious.

Beyond its artistic identity, Aria
Hotel Budapest offers elevated com-
fort through its rooftop High Note
SkyBar, panoramic city views and a
serene spa and wellness area. The
experience feels personal and curat-
ed, guided by attentive service and a
clear sense of character. Aria is not
simply a place to stay — it is a hotel
that celebrates culture, design and
the enduring romance of Budapest.

stay@ariahotelbudapest.com
+36 1 445 4055
ariahotelbudapest.com
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Continental Hotel Budapest

Budapest, Hungary

Located in the vibrant heart of
Budapest, Continental Hotel Buda-
pest occupies a distinctive Art Nou-
veau building that once housed the
legendary Hungaria Bath. Its archi-
tectural heritage lends the property
a unique character, blending his-
toric facade details with contem-
porary design sensibility. Just steps
from the city’s Grand Boulevard and
within easy reach of cultural land-
marks, the hotel offers both cen-
trality and a sense of urban retreat.

Inside, the atmosphere is mod-
ern yet warmly inviting. Clean lines,
soft lighting and thoughtful mate-
rials create interiors that feel com-
posed and comfortable, while guest
rooms provide a calm refuge from
the city’s dynamic pace. The de-
sign subtly references the building’s
historic roots without becoming
nostalgic, ensuring that the experi-
ence remains firmly contemporary.

Rooftop spaces and wellness fa-
cilities add another dimension to
the stay, offering views across Buda-
pest’s skyline and moments of quiet
relaxation above the streets below.
Whether exploring the nearby cafés
and theatres or unwinding after a
day of discovery, guests at Conti-
nental Hotel Budapest find a prop-
erty that balances history, style and
accessibility with effortless ease.

continentalbudapest@zeinahotels.com
+36 1 815 1000
https://www.continentalhotelbudapest.com/
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Kona Village

Hawaii, USA

Some places live so deeply in
memory that the thought of their re-
turn feels almost dangerous. When
Kona Village — the Big Island’s bare-
foot legend — was announced to re-
open under the Rosewood banner
after being destroyed by a tsunami
in 2011, expectations were inevita-
bly emotional. This was never just
a resort; it was a feeling. A place
where time slowed, shoes were for-
gotten, and the line between nature
and nurture quietly disappeared.

Set along a raw stretch of lava rock
on Hawai‘is western coast, Kona
Village has always belonged to its
surroundings. Palm trees lean into
plumeria-scented trade winds, the
Pacific hums just beyond the shore-
line, and the landscape remains un-
apologetically volcanic. What once
defined the resort — simplicity, dis-
connection, and a sense of spiritual
calm — has not only survived
the rebuild, but matured with it.

Today, the reimagined Kona Vil-
lage is composed of 150 hale, still
low-slung and respectful of the land,
now refined through Rosewood’s
lens. Interiors favour natural woods,
soft neutral tones, and regional

www.travelista.international

artwork that reflects the island’s
rhythms rather than competing with
them. Modern comforts have been
added discreetly, without disturb-
ing the resort’s essential quietude.

Beloved landmarks have returned
with care. The legendary Shipwreck
Bar & Sushi, fashioned from the
original owner’s boat, has been
restored as a breezy beachfront
ritual space, its mai tais as iconic
as ever. A new Asaya Spa, built di-
rectly into lava rock, offers deep-
ly restorative treatments inspired
by local healing traditions. Kona
Village’s rare achievement lies in
its balance — honouring the emo-
tional weight of its past while con-
fidently stepping into the present.

konavillage.concierge@
rosewoodhotels.com

+1 808 865 0100
www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/
kona-village
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Mayfair House Hotel &
Garden riorida, usa

In the heart of Coconut Grove,
Mayfair House Hotel & Garden has
been quietly asserting its individu-
ality since 1985. This is not a hotel
that tries to blend in — it thrives
on atmosphere, architecture, and
a sense of cultivated eccentricity
that feels entirely at home in Mi-
ami’s most storied neighbourhood.

The building itself is theatrical in
the best sense. A dramatic open atri-
um rises through the centre, filled
with cascading greenery and filtered
light, setting the tone for interiors
that lean into rich peacock blues,
warm terra-cotta hues, and tac-
tile materials. Many rooms feature
oversized clawfoot tubs, generous
layouts, and balconies so spacious
they feel like outdoor living rooms
— ararity in the city, and a particular
draw for families and longer stays.

Life here unfolds at an easy, so-
ciable pace. Mornings drift into
courtyard brunches with Key lime
pancakes and sun-warmed avo-
cado toast, while evenings bring
wood-fired snapper, Iberico pork
churrasco, and a gentle hum of

conversation that gathers around
the lobby bar — set inside a repur-
posed fountain, no less. As night
falls, rum-led cocktails, music,
and bay-bound views capture the
spirit of the Grove: relaxed, confi-
dent, and effortlessly expressive.

Mayfair House doesnt chase
trends. It celebrates space, design,
and a sense of place — offering
a Miami stay that feels ground-
ed, characterful, and refreshingly
unpolished in all the right ways.

info@mayfairhousemiami.com
+1 305 441 0000
www.mayfairhousemiami.com
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The Beverly Hills Hotel

California, USA

Few hotels in the world carry
the weight of their own mythology
quite like The Beverly Hills Hotel.
From the moment you step onto the
red-carpeted entrance and into the
palm-patterned lobby, the line be-
tween guest and protagonist quietly
dissolves. This is the original Holly-
wood stage — a place where arrivals
still feel ceremonial and history lin-
gersineveryshadeofpinkandgreen.

Set discreetly along Sunset Boule-
vard and wrapped in 12 acres of
tropical gardens, the “Pink Palace”
has long been a refuge for stars
who wanted both visibility and pri-
vacy. Elizabeth Taylor famously
spent six of her eight honeymoons
here, and her spirit of glamour
lives on in the legendary bunga-
lows — particularly Bungalow 5,
a tribute to her enduring legacy.

The Polo Lounge remains the
epicentre of Los Angeles power
dining, where deals are whispered
over martinis and the city’s past and
present quietly intersect. Yet what
truly defines the Beverly Hills Hotel
is not nostalgia alone, but the way it

continues to perform its role flaw-
lessly. Service here is instinctive,
warm, and unerringly attentive —
the kind that makes every guest feel
momentarily cast in a leading role.

This is not simply a ho-
tel. It is Hollywood, distilled.

+1 310 276 2251
lovebeverlyhills.com/hotels/view/
the-beverly-hills-hotel

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS

www.travelista.international ~ DILRTEEL 1CTA

L

A ——— -~ - =

et AR
munnmmnu'uulllll‘l"—"ﬂﬂ!mul‘ffffm"

T L il

B

S MU Zmy lluunmmy

D

1NAY LLIV Iﬂ

SIGNATURE
PLACES

2 |:|*

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC 91

PARTHERS



https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en
https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en

92

www.travelista.international

The Gasparilla Inn

Florida, USA

A living emblem of American
hospitality, The Gasparilla Inn
occupies a place all its own on a
barrier island along Florida’s Gulf
Coast. Established in 1913, this his-
toric landmark has grown grace-
fully over more than a century into
a refined constellation of spaces:
the original inn, now home to 63
rooms, a scattering of yellow clap-
board cottages, a championship golf
course set on its own island, and a
generous beach club framed by
palms, bougainvillaea, and banyan
trees, overlooking one of Florida’s
most beautiful stretches of sand.

Whatsets The GasparillaInn apart
is not scale, but conviction. Interiors
by Kemble Interiors embrace a joy-
ful, unapologetic coastal maximal-
ism — floral-saturated halls, coral-
and-cream cottages facing the Gulf,
and intimate rooms where colour,
pattern, and tradition coexist with-
out irony. Every detail feels deliber-
ate, preserved rather than staged.

Owned by just three families
across its 113-year history, the Inn
remains fiercely protective of its
heritage and privacy. Brass keys
still hang where they always have,

reservations are made by phone,
and generations of guests return
to the same rooms, year after year.
In an era of constant reinvention,
The Gasparilla Inn endures by
staying true — a rare example of
old Florida not as nostalgia, but
as living, breathing continuity

reservations@gasparillainn.com
+1 800996 1913
www.the-gasparilla-inn.com
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The Inn on Biltmore
Estate nNorth Carolina, USA

In earthy, creative Asheville — a
place better known for craft beer
and mountain trails than Gilded
Age grandeur — the Biltmore Es-
tate rises as a magnificent anom-
aly. George Vanderbilt’s 250-room
French Renaissance chateau re-
mains the largest private home in
the United States, and staying at
The Inn on Biltmore Estate is the
most immersive way to experience
its scale, history, and atmosphere.

Set high above the estate’s 8,000
acres, the Inn offers sweeping views
of the Blue Ridge Mountains and
a sense of quiet separation from
the modern world. The hospital-
ity here channels the spirit of the
Vanderbilts without slipping into
theatrical excess: refined interi-
ors, attentive service, and a rhythm
that feels considered rather than
showy. This is old-world elegance
translated for contemporary com-
fort — formal enough to feel spe-
cial, relaxed enough to feel natural.

The result is a rare balance: an
experience rooted in historic ex-
travagance, yet free of pretension.

One might call it not the Gilded
Age, but the Gilded Comfort Age
— where legacy, landscape, and
luxury meet with effortless ease.

reservations@biltmore.com
+1 800411 3812
www.biltmore.com/stay/the-inn
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The Lodge at Primland

Virginia, USA

Hidden deep within the Blue
Ridge Mountains, Primland feels
like a refined outdoor sanctuary — a
place where nature sets the agenda
and luxury simply follows. Spread
across 12,000 acres of forested high-
lands, the resort offers a rare blend
of adventure and calm: horseback
riding, hiking, fly fishing, an aerial
adventure course, and evenings
that end unhurriedly by the fire-
pit with s'mores under the stars.

At the centre of the estate sits
The Lodge, an intimate retreat with
23 suites and 30 rooms, designed
as a warm, communal heart for
the property. Yet accommodation
here is deliberately diverse: guests
may choose secluded tree hous-
es hidden in the woods, elegant
mountain homes, or a standalone
six-bedroom residence for com-
plete privacy. Movement across
the vast landscape is part of the ex-
perience — whether by valet shut-
tle or your own car — reinforcing
the sense of scale and freedom.

Primland’s pleasures extend well
beyond the outdoors. A champi-
onship golf course unfolds across
ridgelines, offering cinematic views

from every hole, while the dining
program elevates regional ingre-
dients with confident restraint.
One of the most memorable ritu-
als takes place after dark: a guided
stargazing session at the observa-
tory, where the absence of light
pollution reveals skies so vivid they
have a habit of turning guests into
amateur astronomers. Primland is
not about doing everything at once
— it’s about choosing your pace and
letting the mountains do the rest.

info@ownprimland.com
+1 276-222-3895
www.ownprimland.com
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The Lowell

New York City, USA

At a time when novelty and speed
dominate the conversation, The
Lowell continues to do something
far more enduring: it remains it-
self. Tucked discreetly on a tree-
lined block of Manhattan’s Upper
East Side, this intimate hotel has
been setting the tone for quiet lux-
ury since the 1920s. With just 74
rooms and suites — all sensitively
reimagined by Michael S. Smith —
the atmosphere feels residential
rather than performative, elegant
without ever demanding attention.

Life here moves at a gentler pace.
You may wait a moment for one of
the hotel's two elevators, but the
pause feels intentional: a chance
to take in the fresh flower arrange-
ments placed throughout the build-
ing, or to appreciate the reassuring
tactility of real room keys and prop-
er light switches. These analogue
details are not nostalgia for nos-
talgia’s sake — they make daily life
feel simpler, calmer, more human.

The Club Room, reserved exclu-
sively for guests, is one of the hotel’s
quiet triumphs. With oak parquet
floors, a fireplace, and a discreet
bar, it sits beside the French res-

www.travelista.international

taurant Majorelle and functions as
a private living room for those in
the know. Beyond the hotel’s doors,
the Upper East Side itself is subtly
evolving — with downtown fashion
houses now lining Madison Avenue
and the newly renovated Frick Col-
lection reinforcing the neighbour-
hood’s cultural gravitas. The Lowell
stands at the centre of this renewed
confidence, proving that true el-
egance never needs reinvention.

reservations@lowellhotel.com
+1 212 838 1400
www.lowellhotel.com
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The Point

New York, USA

A relic of America’s Gilded Age
escapism and the last surviving Adi-
rondacks Great Camp still operating
as a hotel, The Point feels less like a
stay and more like a return to a van-
ished rhythm of life. Built in the ear-
ly 1930s by William Avery Rockefel-
ler II, this intimate lakeside retreat
continues to celebrate a refined
simplicity: just 11 rooms, almost
no Wi-Fi, and days shaped by the
seasons rather than schedules. In
summer, guests glide across the wa-
ter aboard a vintage Hacker-Craft;
in winter, snowshoes, ice skates,
and frozen lakes replace itineraries.

Life here unfolds communally
and with gentle ceremony. Eve-
nings centre around the lodge’s
great hall — stone hearth aglow,
twig chairs gathered close — where
guests dine together on elevated
country fare such as venison and
foie gras, with black-tie dinners
adding a touch of theatrical ele-
gance twice a week. What follows
can be as formal or as playful as
the mood allows: inner-tubing
down snowy banks in tuxedos
and gowns is not out of character.

www.travelista.international

What lingers most, however,
is the sense of belonging. Fellow
guests quickly feel like old friends,
but it's the staff who make The
Point feel unmistakably like home
— appearing with midnight grilled
cheese, sharing stories of local
maple sugaring, or quietly deliver-
ing a bottle of fresh syrup to your
room. And when it’s time to leave,
your favourite coffee is waiting in
the car’s cupholder. Not as a lux-
ury gesture, but as a family habit.

reservations@thepointresort.com
+1 518 891 5674
www.thepointresort.com

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS

www.travelista.international ~ DILRTEEL 1CTA

INAYTLLIVIA

SIGNATURE

PLACES
2026
NA'Ig\lAL

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS



https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en
https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en

102

fnavLLviIn

www.travelista.international

Sheldon Chalet

Alaska, USA

Set atop a five-acre granite out-
cropping deep within the Alaska
Range, Sheldon Chalet occupies
one of the most extraordinary lo-
cations in the world — ten miles
from the summit of Denali and sus-
pended above the vast Ruth Glacier.
The journey itself is part of the ex-
perience: a helicopter flight from
Anchorage or Talkeetna traces an-
cient river valleys and wildlife cor-
ridors before circling Denali’s sheer
granite walls and entering the leg-
endary Great Gorge. Then, almost
improbably, the chalet appears — a
modern alpine refuge seeming-
ly floating among clouds and ice.

Despite its extreme remoteness,
Sheldon Chalet is defined by com-
fort, calm, and a surprising sense of
ease. Interiors balance alpine chic
with warmth and restraint, while
service is intuitive and quietly im-
peccable — Champagne appears
within moments of landing, without
ceremony or fuss. With no cell sig-
nal or Wi-Fi, time slows naturally.
Guests may linger by the fire, framed
by panoramic windows and endless
snowfields, or venture out on guid-

ed glacier treks and ski tours that re-
veal the raw scale of the landscape.

In winter, the experience reach-
es its most otherworldly peak. The
aurora borealis regularly ignites the
sky above the chalet, best admired
from the observation deck, where
staff provide blankets, cocktails,
and a respectful silence. Sheldon
Chalet is not simply remote lux-
ury — it is immersion at the edge
of the inhabitable world, where
isolation becomes privilege and
stillness the ultimate indulgence.

info@sheldonchalet.com
+1 907 733 2178
www.sheldonchalet.com
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Wickaninnish Inn

Tofino, Canada

On the wild western edge of
Vancouver Island, where Pacific
storms arrive with full force, the
Wickaninnish Inn has transformed
nature’s fury into its greatest asset.
FromNovemberthroughMarch, Tof-
ino enters storm-watching season
— a phenomenon the inn helped pi-
oneer — when gale-force winds and
towering waves turn the coastline
into a live theatre of elemental pow-
er. Perched on a rocky headland at
the northern end of Chesterman
Beach and encircled by ancient tem-
perate rainforest, the hotel enjoys
a front-row seat to this spectacle.

All 75 rooms are designed around
the drama outside, with expan-
sive hurricane-proof windows that
frame the churning Pacific like
moving paintings. The Pointe Res-
taurant, wrapped entirely in floor-
to-ceiling glass, allows guests to
dine while waves crash and storms
unfold just metres away. Beyond
the weather, the concierge team
curates deeply local experiences
— from bear-watching excursions
to guided hikes through the Pa-
cific Rim National Park Reserve.

Winter days often begin with
wellies and raincoats on the beach,
feeling the raw spray of the ocean,
and end indoors beside a roaring
fire, hands wrapped around mugs
of hot cocoa. The Wickaninnish Inn
is not about escaping the elements,
but embracing them — a rare place
where comfort and wilderness ex-
ist in perfect, exhilarating balance.

reservations@wickinn.com
+1 250 728 3100
www.wickinn.com
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Inkaterra La Casona

Cusco, Peru

Few hotels embody the layered
history of Cusco as completely as
Inkaterra La Casona. Built atop for-
mer training grounds for Incan no-
bility, the house later became a res-
idence for Spanish conquistadors
in the 16th century and, centuries
on, hosted Simén Bolivar during
Peru’s fight for independence. Each
chapter is quietly present, woven
into thick stone walls, proportions,
and the gravity of the place itself.

A meticulous five-year restora-
tion has returned the property to
its former dignity. At its heart lies
a serene courtyard framed by orig-
inal stone archways and wooden
balconies, offering a rare sense
of stillness in the historic centre
of the city. With just 11 suites, La
Casona feels more like a private
residence than a hotel, defined by
intimacy, discretion, and warmth.

Inside, the rooms lean into time-
less comfort: velvet armchairs,
working fireplaces, freestanding
bathtubs scattered with fresh eu-
calyptus leaves, and a softness
that invites lingering rather than
spectacle. Inkaterra La Caso-
na is not a base for sightseeing
but a destination in its own right
— a place where Cusco’s past is
not displayed, but quietly lived.

reservations@inkaterra.com
+51 1 610 0400
www.inkaterra.com
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Hotel Altstadt Vienna

Vienna, Austria

Nestled in Vienna’s artistic Spittel-
berg district, Hotel Altstadt Vienna
is a boutique haven where creativ-
ity and comfort blend seamlessly.
Housed in a collection of historic
buildings, the hotel reflects the city’s
rich cultural tapestry while offering
a distinctively contemporary sen-
sibility. Guests are immersed in an
atmosphere that feels both personal
and cosmopolitan — an ideal base
for exploring Viennas galleries,
cafés and architectural landmarks.

The interiors are thoughtfully cu-
rated with an artful eye, showcasing
original pieces from local and inter-
national artists alongside elegant
design elements. Guest rooms and
suites vary in character but share a
consistent commitment to warmth,
comfort and individuality. Each
space feels intentional, balancing
artistic inspiration with places of re-
treat where guests can unwind after
exploring the city’s vibrant streets.

Beyond its rooms, Hotel Altstadt
Vienna fosters a sense of community
and quiet discovery. Inviting loung-
es and intimate corners encourage
conversation or repose, while at-
tentive service adds a layer of ease
to every stay. Whether savouring a
morning coffee, browsing the near-
by art galleries or strolling through
charming cobblestone  streets,
guests find a property that reso-
nates with Vienna’s cultural spirit.

info@altstadt.at
+431522 3323
www.altstadt.at
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Michelberger Hotel

Berlin, Germany

In one of Berlin's most creative
quarters, Michelberger Hotel em-
bodies the city’s rebellious spirit
and inventive soul. Far from a con-
ventional place to stay, this property
feelslike alived-in art piece — where
design, community and culture con-
verge with unapologetic originality.
Its location places guests within a
vibrant neighbourhood of inde-
pendent cafés, galleries and music
venues, creating a sense of con-
nection to the city’s energetic life.

Inside, the atmosphere is char-
acterised by playful design, eclectic
touches and a relaxed ease that feels
genuine rather than styled. Each
space reveals unexpected details —
handcrafted furniture, quirky art-
work and thoughtful contrasts that
create environments both visually
engaging and deeply comfortable.
Guest rooms and suites are intimate
and expressive, offering sanctuary
without sacrificing personality or
warmth. The aesthetic is bold yet
approachable, reflecting Berlins
creative confidence in every corner.

Beyond aesthetics, Michelberg-
er Hotel fosters a sense of belong-
ing and curiosity. Communal areas
encourage interaction and story-
telling, whether over thoughtfully
prepared drinks or spontaneous
conversations. Live events, cultural
collaborations and a dynamic social
atmosphere add another layer to
the experience, turning a stay into
something participatory rather than
passive. Itis a place that feels at once
like a creative hub and a welcoming
retreat — an authentic slice of Ber-
lin’s cultural fabric where every stay
becomes part of a broader narrative.

info@michelbergerhotel.com
+49 30 4202 8500
www.michelbergerhotel.com

www.travelista.international

SIGNATURE
PLACES

2026

[

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

NATIONAL NATIONAL
110 GEOGRAPHIC GEOGRAPHIC 111

PARTHERS PARTHERS



https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en
https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en

112

fnavLLviIn

www.travelista.international

The Ritz-Carlton Amman

Amman, Jordan

Perched in one of Amman’s most
prestigious districts, The Ritz-Carl-
ton, Amman brings an unmistak-
able blend of refined elegance and
warm Middle Eastern hospitality
to Jordan’s vibrant capital. Its com-
manding presence on the skyline
offers guests panoramic views of
the city’s undulating hills, marry-
ing cosmopolitan sophistication
with a sense of place rooted in the
region’s history. The hotel’s atmos-
phere reflects both contempo-
rary luxury and timeless cultural
resonance, creating an inviting
base for exploration and repose.

Inside, meticulously appointed
interiors balance modern design
with subtle nods to local tradi-
tion. Spacious rooms and suites
are crafted as serene sanctuar-
ies, where thoughtful furnishings
and soft palettes create spaces of
comfort and calm. Floor-to-ceil-
ing windows allow natural light to
animate the rooms, while service
remains attentive and discreet, el-

evating each stay with an unmis-
takable Ritz-Carlton sense of grace.

Culinary  offerings at The
Ritz-Carlton, Amman reflect the
rich tapestry of regional and glob-
al flavours, showcased in elegant
settings that range from relaxed
all-day dining to intimate signature
experiences. Wellness and leisure
spaces — including a luxurious spa
and state-of-the-art fitness facilities
— invite relaxation and renewal af-
ter a day of city discovery. Here, the
rhythms of Amman become part
of the experience, with the hotel
serving as both sanctuary and gate-
way to the city’s cultural heartbeat.

info@michelbergerhotel.com
+49 30 4202 8500
www.michelbergerhotel.com
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Naviva, A Four Seasons
Resort runta Mita, Mexico

Naviva stands apart on the Punta
Mita peninsula not because of spec-
tacle, but because of how it makes
you feel. Set on a quietly beauti-
ful arc of golden sand just north
of Puerto Vallarta, this adults-only
Four Seasons retreat replaces the
usual markers of luxury with some-
thing far rarer: a profound sense of
calm. The setting is intimate and
deliberately low-key — just 15 tent-
ed bungalows scattered across 48
acres of forest, each generously pro-
portioned, thoughtfully designed,
and oriented toward the ocean.

The architecture takes its cue
from nature rather than competing
with it. The tented suites feel open
and grounded, with ocean-facing
decks that invite slow mornings
and unstructured afternoons. What
truly defines Naviva, however, is its
all-inclusive philosophy, which re-
moves the mental arithmetic that so
often interrupts rest. With nothing
to sign and nothing to tally, relaxa-
tion deepens almost immediately.

There is no traditional spa, only
private treatment pods with out-
door soaking tubs hidden among
the trees. Dining follows the same

intuitive rhythm: no fixed hours, no
set menu. Instead, chefs guide each
meal based on what’s fresh, season-
al, and desired in the moment — and
if you crave something off-script
and the ingredients are available,
it simply happens. Naviva’s luxury
lies in this freedom, in the absence
of formality, and in the feeling that
time has finally loosened its grip.

reservations.naviva@fourseasons.com
+52 329 291 6000
www.fourseasons.com/naviva
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Posada Ayana

José Ignacio, Uruguay

In José Ignacio — a former fishing
village turned one of South Amer-
ica’s most quietly refined coastal
enclaves — Posada Ayana feels less
like a hotel and more like a person-
al retreat shaped by art, light, and
restraint. Open seasonally from
November to March, this fami-
ly-run property is inseparable from
its most extraordinary neighbour:
Ta Khut, James Turrell’s Skyspace,
which sits just steps away and sub-
tly informs the rhythm of the stay.

The hotel reflects the sensibility of
its owners, Edda and Robert Kofler,
whose personal art collection qui-
etly defines the interiors. Fourteen
suites and two villas are conceived
as calm, light-filled spaces, with
floor-to-ceiling windows that blur
the boundary between inside and
out. The atmosphere is deliberately
hushed — designed for guests who
value stillness as much as beauty.

Days unfold gently here: early
mornings spent watching the Skys-
pace transform with the rising sun,
afternoons by the green-marble
infinity pool with a glass of chilled
rosé, evenings shaped by conversa-
tion rather than schedule. The re-

cent opening of Bliss, a Japanese-in-
spired, fire-led kitchen, adds a new
layer to the experience — restrained,
elemental, and perfectly in tune
with the hotel’s understated spirit.

Posada Ayana is not about dis-
traction or display. It is a place
for art lovers, light seekers, and
travellers drawn to destina-
tions that speak softly — and stay
with you long after you leave.

info@posada-ayana.com
+598 4498 8384
www.posada-ayana.com
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Minos Beach Art Hotel

Crete, Greece

On Crete’s north coast, between
Agios Nikolaos and Elounda, there
is a hotel that never needs to raise
its voice to become unforgetta-
ble. From the first moment, Mi-
nos Beach Art Hotel feels like a
retreat—close to life, yet somehow
intensely private. Set on its own
small peninsula, it offers the rare
illusion of distance: even when civ-
ilization is only minutes away, you
feel as if you've slipped far beyond
it. That sense of calm, space, and
discreet seclusion has long made
it a favorite for guests who don't
chase sparkle, but atmosphere.

Accommodation unfolds here
like a well-told story. Rooms and
suites in the main building offer
serenity with the sea as a constant
backdrop; bungalows move you
closer to the shoreline and farther
from everyone else; and the villas
add an extra layer of privacy with
their own pools. Luxury is present,
but never performed—comfort is
natural, never loud. And when you

finally pull yourself away from the
terrace and the view, the hotel re-
veals another identity: it is also a
gallery. Its art collection is substan-
tial, and simply walking the grounds
becomes an experience in itself.

Gastronomy is one of Minos
Beach’s quiet strengths. Four restau-
rants can keep you in a gentle “stay a
little longer” rhythm for days—rang-
ing from traditional Cretan flavors
to Mediterranean interpretations
that feel contemporary, yet unmis-
takably island-born. On the private
beach, a diving center opens the
door to the island’s energy below the
surface. Minos Beach doesn't pre-
scribe an itinerary; it simply gives
you every reason to create your own.

info-minos@bluegr.com
+30 28410 22345
www.minosbeach.com
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Caesars Gardens Hotel & Spa

Rhodes, Greece

The name may suggest grandeur,
but the true charm of Caesars Gar-
dens lies in its restraint. This is a
hotel that chooses intimacy over
spectacle. Set on a garden-covered
hillside on the eastern coast of Rho-
des, overlooking Lindos, it feels de-
liberately removed from the crowds
while remaining unmistakably
Greek. Small, focused, and quietly
personal, its twenty-three rooms are
not a limitation but a philosophy.

Interiors carry a refined Aegean
signature: stone, wood, artisanal
textures, and materials that feel
lived-in rather than polished to per-
fection. Boutique-level comfort is
ever-present—beautifully finished
bathrooms, modern amenities, and
an aesthetic that is relaxed rath-
er than stylized. Accommodation
ranges from generous rooms to
suites and bungalows, all naturally
oriented around the central pool
and whirlpool, where the hotel’s
calm social rhythm gently unfolds.

Magnolia Spa operates without
spectacle, and that is precisely its
strength—relaxation here is a state
of mind, not a performance. The
culinary approach follows a farm-
to-table ethos, grounded in Greek
flavors that are honest rather than
overinterpreted. Caesars Gardens
is not a hotel you choose for a pho-
tograph, but for the reassurance
that somewhere there exists a place
where everything feels exactly right.

info@caesarsgardens.com
+30 2244 0 31537
www.caesarsgardens.com
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JW Marriott Crete Resort & Spa

Chania, Crete, Greece

Set along the sun-drenched coast-
line near Chania, JW Marriott Crete
Resort & Spa introduces a contem-
porary vision of Mediterranean
luxury. Framed by the deep blue
of the Cretan Sea and the island’s
rugged natural beauty, the resort
is designed as a seamless exten-
sion of its landscape. Earth-toned
architecture, open spaces and pan-
oramic horizons create an atmos-
phere that feels both expansive
and intimately connected to place.

Accommodation reflects a phi-
losophy of understated elegance,
where natural materials and soft
textures enhance the sense of calm.
Many rooms and suites offer private
pools or terraces overlooking the
sea, allowing guests to experience
Crete’s light and breeze in complete
privacy. The design prioritises bal-
ance — between indoor and outdoor
living, between modern refinement
and the raw beauty of the island.

Culinary experiences celebrate
both Cretan tradition and interna-
tional gastronomy, while the spa
and wellness facilities invite deep
restoration inspired by the rhythms
of the Mediterranean. Days unfold
between sea views, slow sunsets
and quiet moments of renewal.
JW Marriott Crete Resort & Spa is
not simply a beachfront destina-
tion, but a composed sanctuary
where landscape, luxury and mind-
ful hospitality meet in harmony.

info.crete@jwmarriott.com
+30 28210 00000

www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/chania-jw-marriott-crete-resort-and-spa
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Mystery Hotel Budapest

Budapest, Hungary

Housed within a 19th-century
palace in the heart of Budapest,
Mystery Hotel Budapest lives up to
its name with theatrical flair and
architectural intrigue. The build-
ing’s historic grandeur provides a
dramatic backdrop for a stay that
blends imagination with refine-
ment. From the moment of arriv-
al, the atmosphere feels immer-
sive — a place where symbolism,
history and contemporary luxu-
ry intersect in unexpected ways.

Inside, interiors draw inspira-
tion from eclectic historical mo-
tifs, classical columns and mytho-
logical references, all interpreted
through a bold, modern lens. Guest
rooms and suites balance deco-
rative character with comfort, of-
fering elegant spaces designed to
surprise without overwhelming.
Hidden details and playful design
elements reveal themselves grad-
ually, rewarding attentive guests
with moments of discovery. The
hotel’s distinctive style is matched

by attentive service, ensuring that
behind the spectacle lies a seam-
less and welcoming experience.

Rooftop views across Budapest
add yet another dimension to the
stay, framing the city’s skyline in
memorable fashion. Whether din-
ing in atmospheric surroundings
or unwinding in refined wellness
spaces, guests discover a prop-
erty that transforms hospitality
into storytelling. Evenings bring a
particular charm, as soft lighting
enhances the building’s dramatic
lines and the city glows beyond its
terraces. Mystery Hotel Budapest
is not simply about accommoda-
tion — it is about atmosphere, dra-
ma and the art of curated escape.

info@mysteryhotelbudapest.com
+36 1 616 6000
www.mysteryhotelbudapest.com
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Hermitage Hotel Prague
Prague, Czech Republic

Set within a beautifully restored
early 20th-century building, Her-
mitage Hotel Prague combines
architectural heritage with con-
temporary comfort in one of the
city’s most characterful districts.
Located along the Vltava River
and within easy reach of Prague’s
historic centre, the hotel offers a
refined urban retreat away from
the busiest tourist paths while re-
maining effortlessly connected
to the city’s cultural landmarks.

Inside, the atmosphere is calm
and thoughtfully composed. Clean
lines, soft textures and warm tones
create interiors that feel elegant
without excess, allowing guests to
unwind in understated comfort.
Rooms and suites are designed with
both leisure and business travellers
in mind, offering spacious layouts
and a sense of quiet that contrasts
beautifully with Prague’s vibrant
streets. Large windows invite natu-
ral light into the spaces, enhancing
the feeling of openness and clarity.

Every detail is curated to ensure a
stay that feels seamless and intuitive.

Beyond its rooms, Hermitage
Hotel Prague provides welcoming
communal spaces and attentive ser-
vice that reflect a modern European
approach to hospitality. A rooftop
terrace offers a peaceful vantage
point over the city’s rooftops, creat-
ing a rare moment of pause above
the urban rhythm. The surrounding
neighbourhood invites exploration
— from riverside walks to local cafés
and galleries — while the hotel itself
remains a composed sanctuary to
returnto. Itis a property that balanc-
es location, heritage and contempo-
rary ease with effortless precision.

info@hermitageprague.com
+420 225 995 225
www.hermitageprague.com
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Hotel Stein

Salzburg, Austria

Perched above the Salzach River
with sweeping views toward the Old
Town and Hohensalzburg Fortress,
Hotel Stein is a contemporary de-
sign hotel rooted in the rich herit-
age of Salzburg. Its location on the
doorstep of the historic city centre
offers guests a blend of cultural im-
mersion and refined modern com-
fort — a base from which to explore
Salzburg’s world-renowned music,
architecture and timeless charm.
From the moment you step inside,
thehotelfeelsboth currentand deep-
ly connected to its surroundings.

Inside, the interiors resonate with
bold design, clean lines and expres-
sive details that reflect the creativity
of the region. Thoughtfully curated
art and bespoke furnishings bring
warmth and personality to every
space, while rooms and suites are
composed as sophisticated sanc-
tuaries with panoramic views. The
harmony of light, texture and archi-
tecture creates an atmosphere that
feels both energised and composed.

www.travelista.international

Beyond its striking aesthetic, Ho-
tel Stein offers refined service, wel-
coming communal spaces and an
engaging rooftop terrace — where
guests can enjoy panoramas of
Salzburg’s spires and mountain
backdrop. Whether savouring lo-
cal cuisine framed by city views
or unwinding after a day of explo-
ration, the experience here feels
inherently tied to the soul of the
city. It is a place where design,
heritage and contemporary hospi-
tality coexist with effortless poise.

info@hotelstein.at
+43 662 889777
www.hotelstein.at
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Hotel Motto

Vienna, Austria

Situated in the vibrant heart of
Vienna, Hotel Motto offers a re-
freshingly contemporary take on
city-centre hospitality. Just a short
walk from iconic cultural land-
marks, historic boulevards and
lively cafés, the hotel blends sleek
design with approachable comfort.
Its presence reflects Vienna’s dy-
namic character — where tradition
meets modern urban life — mak-
ing it an engaging base for both
leisure and business travellers.

The interiors are defined by clean
lines, thoughtful materials and a
confident sense of style that feels
distinctly current. Guest rooms and
suites are composed to maximise
comfort and tranquillity, using a
refined palette and well-considered
layouts that invite rest after busy
days of exploration. Throughout the
property, subtle design flourishes
and intelligent spatial planning con-
tribute to a cohesive atmosphere
that feels fresh and composed.

www.travelista.international

Hotel Motto also offers lively com-
munal spaces designed for connec-
tion and ease, from relaxed lounges
to welcoming dining experiences
that reflect the city’s contemporary
culinary scene. Its location places
guests within easy reach of Vien-
na’s rich cultural tapestry — from
museums and galleries to historic
landmarks and modern boutiques.
It is a property where urban energy,
thoughtful design and genuine hos-
pitality come together in harmony.

info@hotelmotto.at
+4315232311
hotelmotto.at
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Daios Cove Luxury Resort

Crete, Greece

Some hotels look as if they belong
on a film set—and Daios Cove is ex-
actly that kind of place. A modern-
ist complex carved into a hillside
above a secluded bay, it appears at
first glance as a perfectly orches-
trated world, where everything
moves to a clear, deliberate rhythm.
What surprises most, however, is
how naturally it accommodates
real holiday life. This is not an
adults-only escape; quite the oppo-
site. Daios Cove welcomes families
with remarkable ease, without ever
compromising on style or serenity.

The rooms begin at a level that
elsewhere might be considered a
pinnacle, yet here it feels like an
opening chapter. From Deluxe
Sea View rooms, space, perspec-
tive, and privacy gradually expand
into suites and villas, where the
defining difference is the size and
character of the private pool. The
ratio of pools to rooms borders on
extravagance—and in practice, it
means genuine privacy is always
within reach. One thing, howev-
er, remains constant throughout: a
sea view is a given, not a privilege.

When your private pool no longer
calls, a large outdoor pool awaits, as
doesaninterior spazonewithindoor
pools and a wellness atmosphere
that feels like a world of its own. At
the foot of the hill lies the beach,
paired with the kind of water activ-
ities you come to Greece for—pres-
ent, but never intrusive. Restaurants
and bars are positioned to keep you
visually connected to the bay and its
shifting light. Daios Cove is the kind
of hotel where, after two days, you
may suddenly realize that you don’t
actually need to go anywhere at all.

info@daioscove.com
+30 28418 88 015
www.daioscovecrete.com
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Vora

Santorini, Greece

On Santorini, nature speaks with
such authority that most hotels
choose a simple strategy: follow
tradition, stay white, stay quiet, and
never compete with the view. Vora
proves that contemporary design
can be just as humble—and qui-
etly powerful. Built by hand into
the hillside and guided by a mini-
malist architectural language, the
hotel doesn't challenge the caldera
but subtly frames it. This is luxury
achieved not by adding more, but
by carefully taking things away.

With only three villas, Vora feels
less like a hotel and more like a
private retreat. Each villa offers a
separate living area, dining space,
expansive verandas, an infinity
whirlpool, and even a fully equipped
kitchen that can be brought to life
by a private chef. The color palette
is restrained, earthy accents feel or-
ganic, and the entire space breathes
with an effortless lightness—as
if every non-essential element
has been intentionally removed.

And then there is the moment
that can’t be designed or purchased:

www.travelista.international

the caldera itself, shifting colors
with every passing hour. Vora is for
travelers who don't want to simply
“do” Santorini, but to feel it slowly.
This is not a place for schedules or
itineraries. It is a place for silence—
and for understanding its value.

info@voravillas.com
+30 2286025287
www.voravillas.com
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Parilio

Paros, Greece

Evaluating the Greek islands
is always slightly unfair, because
each one offers its own reason to
fall in love. Paros, however, has a
rare ability to convince even those
who believe they already know
Greece well. Parilio is a hotel that
translates this quiet confidence
into experience. Set on the island’s
northeastern coast, it rises from a
landscape where minimalism is not
a trend but a tradition. Everything
feels timeless—carefully refined,
calm, and naturally in place.

The architecture follows the is-
land’s own language: whitewashed
stone, organic lines, and a muted
palette that blends seamlessly into
the terrain. The thirty-three suites
feel modern yet grounded, mini-
mal without losing warmth. Each
opens onto a private terrace, while
higher categories add whirlpools or
private pools, allowing guests to set-
tle into an unhurried island rhythm
shaped entirely on their own terms.

At the center of the hotel, the
main pool anchors the experience
with a sense of quiet continuity,
while the spa offers a deeper layer
of restoration. The restaurant focus-

www.travelista.international

es on local Mediterranean flavors,
prepared with restraint and clarity
rather than spectacle. With Naous-
sa and Kolymbithres Beach close
at hand, Parilio strikes a rare bal-
ance—refined yet relaxed, discreet
yet memorable. Itis a hotel for those
who value atmosphere over excess,
and who understand that true lux-
ury often speaks in a softer voice.

info@pariliohotelparos.com
+30 22840 51000
www.pariliohotelparos.com
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Porto Zante Villas & Spa

Zakynthos, Greece

Some islands don't need global
fame to be extraordinary. Zakyn-
thos is exactly that kind of place—a
jewel on the Ionian side of Greece,
shaped by dramatic landscapes, the
iconic Navagio Beach, and an at-
mosphere distinctly different from
the headline destinations of the
Aegean. It is here that Porto Zante
Villas & Spa finds its natural set-
ting, a resort built around what is
truly rare in Greece today: privacy,
immediate access to the sea, and
a form of luxury that feels com-
plete yet unmistakably island-born.

The villas range from one to
four bedrooms, but all operate on
the same elevated level of com-
fort. Private pools, direct beach
access, expansive bedrooms, and
furnishings by internationally re-
nowned design brands create an
environment more reminiscent of
a world-class private residence than
a traditional resort. Bathrooms are
conceived as places to linger, with
whirlpools, rain showers, and gen-
erous space, reinforcing the sense
that nothing here is transitional.
This is holiday luxury in its purest
form—where comfort and atmos-
phere are not choices, but givens.

What truly distinguishes Porto
Zante is its attention to detail be-
yond accommodation. Gastronomy
is treated with equal seriousness:
one restaurant focuses on refined
Greek and Mediterranean cuisine,
while another introduces a precise
Asian approach through sushi and
sashimi made from the freshest Io-
nian seafood. Add a spa, children’s
club, water sports, beach yoga,
tennis, and even horseback riding,
and the offering feels remarkably
complete. Yet Porto Zante remains
intentionally small, with just fif-
teen villas—a rare kind of place
that, once discovered, feels almost
too special not to keep to yourself.

info@portozante.com
+30 210 8218640
www.portozante.com
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Muwa Niseko

Hokkaido, Japan

At the foot of Niseko Grand Hira-
fu, where winter powder defines a
global benchmark and summer re-
veals a quieter alpine Japan, Muwa
Niseko reimagines the mountain
retreat through a lens of contem-
porary elegance. This is a place
where traditional Japanese restraint
meets refined modern comfort, ex-
pressed through clean architectural
lines, natural materials and a deep
respect for the surrounding land-
scape. The experience feels intimate
yet elevated, designed as much for
contemplation as for adventure.

Accommodation ranges from
thoughtfully designed studios to
the exceptional Mt. Yotei pent-
house, each space shaped around
privacy and stillness. Private in-
finity onsens, outdoor fire pits
and expansive terraces turn every
stay into a personal ritual, wheth-
er framed by falling snow or lush
summer greens. Interiors balance
warmth and precision, creating an
atmosphere that is calm without
ever feeling minimalistic or cold.

www.travelista.international

Culinary excellence is central
to the Muwa Niseko identity. Two
Michelin-starred restaurant brands
anchor the dining experience, of-
fering cuisine that reflects both
Japanese craftsmanship and inter-
national finesse. Combined with
ski-in, ski-out access, wellness fa-
cilities and panoramic views of
Mount Yotei, Muwa Niseko stands
as a destination in its own right — a
refined mountain sanctuary where
luxury is measured not by excess,
but by clarity, silence and intent.

+81 136 23 1010
contact_niseko@muwa.com
www.muwaniseko.com
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One&0Only Mandarina

Riviera Nayarit, Mexico

Hidden deep within the emerald
folds of Mexico’s Pacific rainforest,
One&Only Mandarina is less a re-
sort than a carefully revealed world.
Set on the slopes of an ancient vol-
canic crater, its villas and residenc-
es appear to float between jungle
and ocean, almost disappearing
into the canopy. Architecture here
does not dominate the landscape; it
yields to it. Timber, stone and open
terraces create a sense of continui-
ty between indoors and out, while
private pools and uninterrupted
ocean views ensure that nature
is always part of the experience.

Accommodation is deliberately
expansive, ranging from secluded
villas to multi-bedroom residences
designed for families and private
gatherings. Each space feels reso-
lutely private, as if carved out for a
single moment, a single guest. The
rhythm of the resort is shaped not
by schedules but by light: morn-
ings filtered through rainforest
mist, afternoons opening toward
the Pacific, evenings settling into
slow sunsets viewed from dra-
matic cliffside vantage points.

Beyond its architecture, One&On-
ly Mandarina distinguishes itself
through the breadth of experiences
offered without ever feeling over-
whelming. Guests can move effort-
lessly from equestrian trails and
golf fairways to water sports along
the coast, from wellness rituals
to a treetop kids’ club designed as
thoughtfully as any adult space. It
is a destination where leaving feels
unnecessary—not because the out-
side world is distant, but because
everything essential has already
been brought quietly together.

reservations@oneandonlymandarina.com
+52 327 689 0100
oneandonlyresorts.com/mandarina
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The Gritti Palace

Venice, Italy

Few hotels embody the spirit of
Venice as completely as The Grit-
ti Palace. Set directly on the Grand
Canal in a meticulously preserved
15th-century palazzo, the hotel is
not merely a place to stay, but a
continuation of the city’s aristocrat-
ic past. Its grandeur feels organic
rather than staged — the result of
centuries of history layered with
an  uncompromising commit-
ment to craftsmanship, art and de-
tail. Here, Venice is not observed
from a distance; it is lived from
within its most elegant traditions.

Each of the 82 rooms and suites
is individually designed, wrapped
in Rubelli fabrics, marble, antique
furnishings and museum-wor-
thy artworks. Murano chande-
liers glow beneath frescoed ceil-
ings, while pastel and jewel-toned
walls create an atmosphere that
is rich yet never overwhelming.
The bathrooms, expansive and
sculpted in marble, echo the sense
of old-world indulgence that de-
fines the entire property. Nothing
feels replicated; every space car-
ries its own identity and rhythm.

For those seeking the ultimate
Venetian experience, the Reden-
tore Terrazza Suite stands in a class
of its own. Spanning two levels and
crowned with a private rooftop ter-
race and plunge pool, it offers one
of the most commanding views in
the city — a cinematic panorama
of Venice and the Grand Canal. The
Gritti Palace is not about subtlety
or restraint; it is about embracing
beauty, history and luxury at their
most authentic, in a city where
such things have always mattered.

+39 041-794611
Webpage
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Higashiyama Niseko Village

Hokkaido, Japan

Set at the foot of snow-covered
slopes with true ski-in, ski-out ac-
cess, Higashiyama Niseko Village
represents a refined interpretation
of alpine luxury, shaped by Japan’s
deep respect for nature and craft. As
a Ritz-Carlton Reserve, the resort is
designed to feel intimate and deep-
ly rooted in its surroundings rather
than grand or performative. Con-
temporary architecture is softened
by natural materials, expansive win-
dows and a muted palette that al-
lows the dramatic landscape of Hok-
kaido to remain the true focal point.

Japanese sensibility is woven
into every detail. Handmade pot-
tery, custom decals and artworks
created by local artists bring an
unmistakable sense of place, while
interiors balance modern comfort
with quiet restraint. After a day on
the slopes, the onsen becomes the
emotional heart of the experience
— warm mineral waters, drifting
steam and uninterrupted views of
Mount Yotei, Niseko’s iconic vol-
canic peak, create moments of still-
ness that linger long after you leave.

Dining is treated as an experience
rather than a convenience. At Su-
shi Nagi, an ever-evolving omakase
menu celebrates the purity of Hok-
kaido’s seafood, prepared with
precision and respect, and served
to only a small number of guests
each evening. Higashiyama Nise-
ko Village is not simply a winter
destination; it is a sanctuary where
nature, design and Japanese hospi-
tality align, offering a sense of calm
that feels as rare as the snow itself.

+81 136-44 3491
Webpage
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Dolder Grand

Zirich, Switzerland

Perched above Zirich with
sweeping views over the city, lake
and distant Alps, The Dolder Grand
is a landmark where heritage, art
and contemporary luxury meet
with quiet confidence. Since its
opening in 1899, the hotel has wel-
comed an extraordinary circle of
guests — from statesmen to cultural
icons — yet its true distinction to-
day lies not in its history alone, but
in how seamlessly that history has
been reimagined for the present.

Following an extensive and sensi-
tive renovation, The Dolder Grand
has evolved into a living gallery. Its
art collection spans more than 100
works by around 90 internation-
ally renowned artists, transform-
ing corridors and public spaces
into a curated cultural experience
rather than a static display. Origi-
nal architecture blends effortless-
ly with bold modern additions,
creating interiors that feel both
grand and unexpectedly fresh.

The experience extends well
beyond the visual. Eight bars and
restaurants offer a refined yet re-
laxed approach to dining, while
the expansive spa — inspired by

Japanese wellness philosophy —
provides a counterpoint of calm
and balance. The Dolder Grand is
not a hotel that seeks attention; it
assumes it. A destination for those
who appreciate that true luxury of-
ten speaks most clearly through
depth, culture and restraint.

info@thedoldergrand.com
+81 136-44 3491
www.thedoldergrand.com
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Giraffe Manor Hotel

Nairobi, Kenya

At Giraffe Manor, conservation
is not a concept added to luxury —
it is the reason luxury exists here
at all. Set within an ivy-clad stone
mansion on the outskirts of Nai-
robi, this iconic property is home
to a resident tower of endangered
Rothschild giraffes that move freely
between the surrounding sanctuary
and the manor itself. Mornings un-
fold with an almost surreal elegance
as giraffes lean through windows
to join guests for breakfast, while
afternoons bring quieter moments
of tea shared with the gentle curios-
ity of the world’s tallest mammals.

Beyond the famous encounters,
Giraffe Manor offers a deeply inti-
mate connection to place and pur-
pose. The estate is part of a protect-
ed conservation area dedicated to
the survival of a rare species, and
every stay directly supports these
efforts. Interiors reflect classic co-
lonial charm softened by warmth
and restraint, allowing the experi-
ence — not excess — to take center
stage. Giraffe Manor is not simply a

hotel stay, but a rare privilege: the
chance to participate, even briefly,
in a story where wildlife protec-
tion, human wonder and refined
hospitality exist in perfect balance.

The setting itself adds another
quiet layer to the experience. Sur-
rounded by forested grounds and
distant views toward the Ngong
Hills, Giraffe Manor feels remar-
kably secluded despite its proxi-
mity to the city. Evenings are
calm and reflective, marked by
soft light, thoughtful cuisine and
the sense that time moves diffe-
rently here. It is this combination
of emotional resonance, ethical
purpose and unmistakable pla-
ce that makes Giraffe Manor one
of the world’s most singular ad-
dresses — a destination remem-
bered not for what it offers, but
for how deeply it stays with you.

info@thesafaricollection.com
+254 111 033 900

www.thesafaricollection.com/properties/giraffe-manor
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Mamula Island

Herceg Novi, Montenegro

Rising from the entrance to Boka
Bay, Mamula Island feels less like
a hotel and more like a destination
defined by history and sea. Set on
a tiny islet in the Adriatic, the for-
mer 19th-century fortress occupies
a position of rare drama, surround-
ed by open water and wide hori-
zons. Its UNESCO World Heritage
status is not an added label, but an
intrinsic part of the experience —
arrival by boat already signals that
this is a place apart, removed from
the ordinary rhythms of the coast.

The transformation of the stone
fort into an intimate retreat has
been handled with restraint and
respect. Just 32 rooms are woven
into the circular structure, where
original masonry, vaulted corri-
dors and textured surfaces preserve
the character of the site. Contem-
porary design is deliberately sub-
dued, allowing light, shadow and
the presence of the sea to lead.
Throughout the property, spaces
unfold gradually — inner court-
yards, panoramic terraces and quiet

passages that invite slowing down
rather than exploration at speed.

Wellness and gastronomy are in-
tegrated into the island’s architec-
ture rather than imposed upon it.
A spa carved into the fortress walls
offers a sense of enclosure and
calm, while three restaurants and
four bars are positioned to frame
views of the Adriatic and Boka Bay.
Mamula Island is not about excess
or spectacle; it is about atmos-
phere, balance and stillness — a
rare Adriatic sanctuary where his-
tory is felt, not staged, and luxury
is defined by space, silence and sea.

reservations-mamulaisland@banyantree.com
+382 31 353 450

www.banyantree.com/montenegro/mamula-island-by-banyan-tree
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Kasbah Tamadot

Atlas Mountains, Morocco

Perched high in the foothills
of the Atlas Mountains, Kasbah
Tamadot feels less like a hotel and
more like a privileged viewpoint
over Moroccos quieter, deeper
rhythms. Originally a historic kas-
bah and now an award-winning
retreat by Sir Richard Branson, the
property looks out toward Mount
Toubkal, North Africa’s highest
peak, with a sense of calm confi-
dence. Rivers, olive groves and an-
cient oak forests frame the estate,
creating an atmosphere that is both
cinematic and grounding, far re-
moved from the noise of the cities.

Accommodation is deliberately
varied, reflecting the layered char-
acter of the place itself. Traditional
riads, elegant rooms and suites, and
luxury Berber-inspired tents are
spread across the terraced grounds,
each offering sweeping mountain
views and a strong sense of priva-
cy. Interiors blend local craftsman-
ship with understated comfort, en-
suring that nothing distracts from
the landscape outside. Waking up

here means opening your doors
to mountain air, shifting light and
a silence that feels intentional.

Days at Kasbah Tamadot un-
fold gently but never feel empty.
You can swim with the Atlas peaks
as your backdrop, play tennis, or
watch a new film under the stars
in the outdoor cinema. The spa’s
hammam rituals draw deeply from
Moroccan wellness traditions, of-
fering restoration that feels au-
thentic rather than performative.
Kasbah Tamadot is a place where
luxury is measured not by excess,
but by space, stillness and the rare
privilege of truly slowing down.

enquiries@virginlimitededition.com
+44 208 600 0430

www.virginlimitededition.com/kasbah-tamadot
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Bambu Indah

Bali, Indonesia

Hidden in the lush jungle just
outside Ubud, Bambu Indah feels
like a living experiment in how hos-
pitality can exist in harmony with
nature. Built almost entirely from
bamboo and reclaimed materials,
the property unfolds like a dream
of suspended bridges, climbing lad-
ders and sculptural treehouse-like
homes woven into coconut palms
and tamarind trees. Freshwater
pools fed by natural springs shim-
mer between greenery, creating an
atmosphere that is immersive, play-
ful and deeply rooted in the land-
scape rather than placed upon it.

The stay is intentionally intimate,
with just ten thoughtfully designed
houses, each one unique in form
and spirit. Architecture here is
not about symmetry or polish, but
about flow, light and connection
to the outdoors. Open-air spaces
blur the boundary between inside
and outside, while handcrafted de-
tails reflect a philosophy of mind-
ful living rather than convention-
al luxury. Comfort is present, but

it is quietly embedded, allowing
the environment to take the lead.

Bambu Indah’s philosophy ex-
tends beyond design into daily life.
The farm-to-table restaurant draws
directly from the surrounding land,
celebrating seasonal, local ingre-
dients without excess. A riverside
spa offers treatments accompa-
nied by the sound of flowing wa-
ter and jungle birds, reinforcing a
sense of natural rhythm. Founded
by the family behind John Hardy
jewellery, Bambu Indah stands as
a powerful example of regener-
ative travel — a place where sus-
tainability is not a feature, but
the foundation of the experience.

reservations@bambuindah.com
(+62) 361-977-922
www.bambuindah.com
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Adare Manor

County Limerick, Ireland

To arrive at Adare Manor is to
step into a carefully preserved vi-
sion of Ireland’s aristocratic past.
This Gothic Revival estate, with its
Tudor flourishes and storybook
silhouette, rises from meticulous-
ly manicured grounds along the
River Maigue, offering a sense of
grandeur that feels both cinematic
and deeply rooted in history. The
architecture alone is reason enough
to linger, but it is the atmosphere
— refined, hushed and unmistak-
ably elegant — that defines the ex-
perience from the first moment.

Inside, old-world craftsmanship
meets contemporary comfort with
remarkable ease. Lavish interi-
ors are layered with rich textures,
hand-carved details and expan-
sive windows that draw the sur-
rounding greenery indoors. The
Oak Room, Adare Manor’s Miche-
lin-starred restaurant, anchors the
culinary experience with precision
and confidence, while the river-
front golf course stands as one of
the most celebrated in Ireland,

www.travelista.international www.travelista.international
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seamlessly integrated into the land-
scape rather than imposed upon it.

Beyond dining and golf, Adare
Manor excels in offering experi-
ences that feel both indulgent and
distinctly place-specific. The sun-
lit spa is home to Ireland’s first be-
spoke 111SPA/CLINIC therapies,
blending wellness with scientif-
ic precision, while pursuits such
as archery, gundog training and b O
horseback riding echo the tradi- cioGRC
tions of the estate’s past. Whether
cycling through woodland paths
or simply absorbing the quiet au-
thority of the manor itself, Adare
Manor is a destination where her-
itage is not displayed — it is lived.
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info@adaremanor.com
+353 (0)61 605 200
www.adaremanor.com
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Lizard Island

Queensland, Australia

Nothing defines true escape
quite like an island reached only
by private charter, and Lizard Is-
land delivers that promise in its
purest form. Set within the crys-
talline blues of the Great Barrier
Reef, this remote sanctuary feels
worlds away from everyday real-
ity. From the moment you arrive,
the island’s raw natural beauty sets
the tone — powdery white beaches,
granite headlands and endless hori-
zons where the reef meets the sky.

Accommodation is designed to
dissolve the boundary between
luxury and landscape. Elegant
beachfront suites place the ocean
just steps from your door, while
clifftop villas offer sweeping views
across the reef’s shifting colours.
For those seeking absolute privacy,
The House — set on its own pen-
insula — represents the island’s
most exclusive expression of se-
clusion, combining expansive liv-
ing spaces with uninterrupted im-
mersion in nature. Everywhere,
the aesthetic is understated and

www.travelista.international

refined, allowing the setting it-
self to remain the true focal point.

Life on Lizard Island revolves
around discovery at an unhurried
pace. Days unfold through encoun-
ters with the reef — snorkelling
alongside turtles, exploring vibrant
coral gardens or slipping out on a
private twilight cruise as the light
softens over the water. Dining, guid-
ed bylocal produce and the rhythms
of the sea, complements the experi-
ence rather than competes with it.
Lizard Island is not simply a des-
tination to stay; it is a place to re-
connect with the elemental beauty
of Queensland’s marine world, one
unforgettable moment at a time.

luxury-aus@delawarenorth.com
+1 (716) 276 0104
www.lizardisland.com.au
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Address Beach Resort

Fujairah, United Arab Emirates

Set between the rugged Hajar
Mountains and the calm waters of
the Indian Ocean, Address Beach
Resort Fujairah offers a rare per-
spective on the UAE—one where
nature leads the narrative. The
rhythm here is slower, defined by
the sound of waves rather than
city traffic, and by expansive ho-
rizons instead of skylines. It is a
destination that feels deliberately
removed from the familiar im-
age of the Emirates, yet unmis-
takably refined in its execution.

The resort’s architecture and
interiors reflect a quiet, contem-
porary elegance, allowing light,
space and sea views to take cen-
tre stage. Thoughtfully designed
rooms and suites open towards the
ocean, creating a seamless con-
nection between indoor comfort
and the surrounding landscape.
Everything here is composed
with restraint and balance, offer-
ing an atmosphere that feels both
polished and deeply restorative.

Days unfold effortlessly at Ad-
dress Beach Resort Fujairah—
whether spent by the shoreline,
exploring the mountainous back-
drop, or simply embracing the
stillness that defines this corner of
the country. Evenings bring a soft-
er mood, as the light fades over the
water and the resort settles into a
calm, unhurried pace. It is a place
designed not to impress loudly,
but to linger quietly in memory.

infoatbeachresortfuj@addresshotels.com

+971 9 2047666

www.addresshotels.com/en/hotels/address-beach-resort-fujairah

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS

Fi' il
5
=T

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS

www.travelista.international

—
| —
f—
—_—

—— T

fnavLLNviIn

SIGNATURE
PLACES

[

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
FARTNERS

163



https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en
https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en

www.travelista.international

Amazon Mykonos
Resort & Spa

Mykonos, Greece

Perched high above the Aegean,
Amazon Mykonos Resort & Spa
captures the island from a privi-
leged distance, where the sea feels
endless and the pace distinctly un-
hurried. From its elevated setting,
Mykonos reveals a calmer, more
contemplative side—far removed
from the crowds, yet still deep-
ly connected to the island’s light,
wind and rhythm. The views alone
setthe tone, stretching across deep
blue waters and open horizons.

The resort is defined by refined
simplicity and a strong sense of
privacy. Clean architectural lines,
natural tones and expansive terrac-
es allow the landscape to remain
the focal point, while interiors of-
fer understated luxury without
excess. Each space feels inten-
tionally composed, designed to
frame the sea and invite moments
of stillness throughout the day.

Life at Amazon Mykonos un-
folds slowly, guided by sunlight,
sea breezes and the gentle transi-
tions from day to night. Whether
enjoying quiet mornings over-
looking the water or evenings
marked by soft colours and distant
lights along the coast, the experi-
ence feels intimate and person-
al. It is a place where Mykonos is
not performed, but quietly lived.

info@amazonmykonos.com
+30 22890 77773
www.amazonmykonos.com
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Hotel Royal Palace

Turcianske Teplice, Slovakia

In the heart of one of Slova-
kia’s most respected spa towns,
Hotel Royal Palace stands as a
refined tribute to the tradition
of healing and elegance. Set in
Turcianske Teplice, the hotel
draws on the area’s long-estab-
lished thermal heritage, offering
an atmosphere where calm, bal-
ance and discretion define the ex-
perience. From the first moment,
it feels less like a hotel stay and
more like a purposeful retreat.

The interiors combine classical
inspiration with contemporary
comfort, creating spaces that feel
timeless rather than ornate. Atten-
tion to detail is evident through-
out, from the measured pace of
service to the quiet confidence of
the surroundings. At the hotel’s
therapeutic spa centre, expert
treatments build on the region’s
natural resources, while mo-
ments of rest are designed to feel
restorative rather than indulgent.

Dining adds another layer to
the experience, with Restaurant
Sissi celebrating traditional fla-
vours through a modern, carefully
curated approach. Thoughtfully
paired wines and a relaxed, ele-
gant setting complete the rhythm
of a stay that encourages guests
to slow down and reconnect. Ho-
tel Royal Palace is a place where
heritage and modern hospitality
meet with restraint, offering re-
newal in its most composed form.

royalreservations@therme.sk
+421 43 4918 100
https://royalpalace.therme.sk/
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Chateau Liblice

Liblice, Czech Republic

There is something undeniably
romantic about waking up with-
in castle walls, where centuries
of stories seem to linger quietly
in the corridors. Chateau Liblice
offers exactly that experience—
an elegant four-star castle hotel
where history is not staged, but
genuinely lived. Surrounded by
graceful Baroque architecture
and landscaped gardens, the cha-
teau invites guests into a world
shaped by nobility, refinement
and time-honoured tradition.

Inside, classical interiors blend
period furnishings, artwork and
carefully preserved details with
modern comfort. The atmos-
phere carries the dignity of its
past, having once belonged to
countesses and aristocratic fam-
ilies before later becoming asso-
ciated with the Czech Academy
of Sciences. This layered heritage
gives the property a distinctive
character—intellectual, cultured
and quietly distinguished—with-
out ever feeling distant or formal.

Hospitality at Chateau Liblice
centres around fine cuisine, at-
tentive service and the pleasure of
staying somewhere truly uncom-
mon. Dining becomes part of the
narrative, where flavours are pre-
sented with care and the setting en-
hances every moment. A stay here
feels less like a typical hotel visit
and more like stepping into a living
chapter of Central European his-
tory, where elegance is expressed
with restraint and authenticity.

reception@zamek-liblice.cz
+420 315632 111
www.zamek-liblice.cz/en
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Hotel Stefanie

Vienna, Austria

Few addresses in Vienna car-
ry a legacy as profound as Hotel
Stefanie. Recognised as the city’s
oldest hotel, it has welcomed
travellers for centuries, quietly
witnessing the evolution of the
Austrian capital while remaining
true to its original purpose—of-
fering refined hospitality in the
heart of the city. Staying here feels
like stepping into a living chroni-
cle, where tradition is preserved
not as nostalgia, but as identity.

Behind its historic facade, the
hotel balances classical elegance
with modern comfort. Rooms and
suites are designed with warmth
and composure, reflecting Vienna’s
timeless aesthetic while ensuring a
relaxed and comfortable stay. The
atmosphere is dignified yet wel-
coming, shaped as much by atten-
tive service as by the sense of con-
tinuity that defines the property.

Hotel Stefanie does not rely on
spectacle; its strength lies in au-
thenticity. The surrounding streets
lead effortlessly toward Vienna’s
cultural landmarks, yet returning
to the hotel brings a sense of calm
rooted in heritage. It is a place
where generations of travellers
have paused, rested and contin-
ued their journeys—an enduring
symbol of Viennese hospitality.

stefanie@schick-hotels.com
+431211500
https://www.hotelstefanie.wien/
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Matfen Hall

Northumberland, United Kingdom

Surrounded by more than 300
acres of Northumberland park-
land, Matfen Hall stands as a
grand country estate where her-
itage and contemporary luxu-
ry meet in effortless harmony.
As the region’s first and only AA
Five Star hotel, it offers a sense of
space and refinement rarely found
in the English countryside. From
sweeping lawns and woodland
views to the stately facade of the
hall itself, the setting feels both
cinematic and deeply restorative.

Inside, 63 individually designed
rooms and suites blend classic
character with modern craftsman-
ship. Bespoke furnishings created
bylocal artisans add authenticity to
the interiors, while expansive win-
dows frame views of the champi-
onship golf course, the elegant en-
trance drive and the surrounding
village landscape. Dining is equal-
ly diverse, ranging from relaxed
breakfasts and refined grill men-
us beneath a striking glass roof to

elevated tasting experiences and
the quiet ritual of afternoon tea.

Golf has long been woven into
the identity of Matfen Hall, with
27 holes of championship-level
play set against the natural beauty
of Northumberland. Beyond the
fairways, The Retreat spa offers a
sanctuary dedicated to wellbeing,
where tailored treatments, ther-
mal suites and tranquil pool spac-
es encourage complete renewal.

info@matfenhall.com
+44 1661 886500
https://www.matfenhall.com
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Taj Lake Palace

Udaipur, India

Rising from the tranquil wa-
ters of Lake Pichola, Taj Lake
Palace appears almost ethereal,
as if suspended between reflec-
tion and sky. Originally built as a
royal summer residence for the
Maharana of Mewar in the 18th
century, the palace remains one
of India’s most iconic architec-
tural masterpieces. Carved from
white marble and adorned with
domes, cupolas and delicate bal-
conies, it embodies the poetic
grandeur of Rajasthani design.

Within its walls, artistry un-
folds in intricate detail — fres-
coed ceilings, ornate mouldings
and finely crafted reliefs creat-
ing a richly layered interior. Yet
the elegance never feels over-
whelming. Across its 83 rooms
and suites, décor is thoughtfully
balanced with understated fur-
nishings, allowing the palace’s
heritage to take centre stage while
offering contemporary comfort.

Dining and wellbeing contin-
ue this harmonious dialogue be-
tween splendour and restraint.
Four distinctive restaurants pres-
ent refined culinary experiences
framed by panoramic lake views,
while the spa offers a serene
sanctuary inspired by royal tra-
ditions of rejuvenation. Taj Lake
Palace is more than a hotel; it is
a living monument where his-
tory, romance and hospitality
converge in unforgettable form.

lakelakepalace.udaipur@tajhotels.com
+91 294 242 8800

https://www.tajhotels.com/en-in/taj/taj-lake-palace-udaipur
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Solar de Vila Mea

Silveiros, Portugal

Set among the rolling vineyards
of northern Portugal, just a short
drive from Porto, Solar de Vila Mea
offers an intimate retreat rooted in
the spirit of the Minho region. This
19th-century manor house has
been thoughtfully reimagined as
a vibrant 29-suite boutique hotel,
where heritage is not merely pre-
served but reinterpreted through
design. Surrounded by wine coun-
try landscapes, the property feels
both secluded and deeply connect-
ed to its cultural surroundings.

The interiors, envisioned by Jo-
ana Aranha Studio, celebrate local
craftsmanship through texture and
material. Wicker, clay and embroi-
dered textiles pay tribute to region-
al artistry, while wood, velvet, lin-
en and wool introduce warmth and
contemporary refinement. Colour
plays a confident role throughout,
creating spaces that feel expres-
sive yet harmonious, balancing
tradition with modern comfort.

Beyond its aesthetic appeal,
Solar de Vila Med invites guests
to slow down and embrace the
rhythms of wine country living.
Indoor and outdoor pools, man-
icured gardens and a dedicated
spa and wellness centre provide
space for relaxation, while the
restaurant and bar showcase fla-
vours inspired by the region. It is
a destination where design, herit-
age and landscape come together
in a quietly sophisticated escape.

reservas@solardevilamea.pt
+351 253 400 850
https://www.solardevilamea.pt
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Hotel Zochova Chata

Modra, Slovakia

Tucked away in the forests of the
Little Carpathians, Hotel Zochova
Chataoffersarefined retreat where
nature takes the lead and comfort
follows effortlessly. Surrounded
by woodland landscapes yet with-
in easy reach of Bratislava, the
hotel balances accessibility with a
genuine sense of escape. The set-
ting invites guests to slow down,
breathe deeply and rediscover the
quiet rhythm of the countryside.

The interiors blend contempo-
rary design with warm natural
elements, creating spaces that
feel intimate without losing so-
phistication. Rooms and suites
are designed with a focus on re-
laxation, while the wellness area
provides a sanctuary for body
and mind. Whether enjoying the
spa facilities, the pool or simply
the calm atmosphere, the expe-
rience is shaped by understated
elegance and attentive service.

Dining at Zochova Chata re-
flects the character of the re-
gion, combining seasonal in-
gredients with modern culinary
creativity. Beyond the hotel, the
surrounding hills and vineyards
of the Little Carpathians offer
opportunities for gentle walks,
cycling or wine discovery. It is a
place where comfort, nature and
quiet refinement come togeth-
er in a distinctly Slovak setting.

[
‘é. Children are charged as adults

recepcia@hzch.sk
+421 33 2633 300
www.hotelzochovachata.sk
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Chateau Bela

Bela, Slovakia

Set amidst the vineyards of
southern Slovakia, Chateau Bela
carries the quiet elegance of a
historic aristocratic residence re-
imagined for contemporary trav-
ellers. Surrounded by landscaped
gardens and rolling countryside
near the Danube, the chéateau
evokes the romance of another era
while maintaining a distinctly re-
fined atmosphere. From the first
approach, its classical facade and
symmetry suggest a place where
time moves differently—more
gracefullyy, more deliberately.

Inside, heritage architecture
meets understated luxury. Period
details, high ceilings and careful-
ly restored interiors create a sense
of authenticity, while rooms and
suites offer comfort shaped by
restraint rather than excess. The
chateau’s wine tradition adds a
distinctive dimension to the stay,
reflecting the region’s long-stand-
ing viticultural heritage and in-
viting guests to explore local fla-
vours within a historic setting.

Life at Chateau Bela unfolds at
a measured pace—through gar-
den walks, candlelit dinners and
moments of stillness that feel al-
most cinematic. Whether seeking
a romantic escape or a cultured
countryside retreat, guests dis-
cover a property where histo-
ry, gastronomy and landscape
are woven into a harmonious
whole. It is a place defined not
by spectacle, but by atmosphere.

info@chateaubela.sk
+421 36 637 8300
www.chateaubela.sk
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Chateau GrandCastle

Liptovsky Hradok, Slovakia

Rising with a bold silhouette
against the skyline, Chateau
GrandCastle is a distinctive re-
treat that fuses fairytale charm
with contemporary comfort. This
striking property stands apart
with its architectural flourish-
es — turrets, towers and stone
facades — while offering an ex-
perience grounded in modern
hospitality. Positioned near key
cultural and natural attractions, it
invites guests to enjoy both style
and substance in equal measure.

The interior spaces are thought-
fully crafted to reflect a balance
of grandeur and approachability.
Public lounges, dining areas and
guest rooms blend classic touch-
es with refined design elements,
creating an atmosphere that feels
both welcoming and refined. Each
suite and room is arranged to max-
imise comfort, ensuring that every
stay feels relaxed yet memorable.

Beyond its striking exterior and
elegantly appointed spaces, Cha-
teau GrandCastle offers an array
of amenities that cater to diverse
preferences. Whether savouring
local cuisine in a convivial res-
taurant setting, unwinding with
a drink in a stylish lounge or ex-
ploring the surrounding region,
guests find a property that is as en-
gaging as it is distinctive. Chateau
GrandCastle is a destination that
not only captures the imagination,
but also delivers a thoughtful and
contemporary guest experience.

info@grandcastle.sk
+421 911 636 937
www.grandcastle.sk
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Chateau Appony

Oponice, Slovakia

Set amidst the gentle landscape
of the Nitra region, Chateau Ap-
pony embodies a rare blend of
historic elegance and refined
modern comfort. Once the stately
residence of one of the kingdom’s
most influential noble families,
the chateau has been meticulously
restored to honour its architectur-
al heritage while meeting the ex-
pectations of today’s sophisticated
travellers. Its graceful facades and
classical interiors evoke a sense
of timeless dignity that makes
every stay feel like a step back
into an era of cultivated living.

Inside, warm tones, softly lay-
ered textures and thoughtful de-
sign details create a welcoming yet
distinguished atmosphere. Guest
rooms and suites are appointed to
reflect both the building’s history
and contemporary comfort, offer-
ing a serene setting for rest and
reflection. Public spaces — from
elegant lounges to refined dining
rooms — are designed for convivi-
ality and quiet conversation, allow-

ing guests to experience the prop-
erty’s character in every corner.

Chateau Appony’s location also
invites exploration of the sur-
rounding region, where rolling
countryside, vineyards and his-
toric towns await. Back within
the chateau’s walls, attentive ser-
vice and the thoughtful articu-
lation of past and present make
every moment feel considered
and complete. It is a place where
heritage enriches the experi-
ence and elevates the stay into
something quietly exceptional.

info@chateauappony.sk
+421 383 238 111
www.chateauappony.sk

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

PARTHERS

www.travelista.international ~ DILRTEEL 1CTA

5 TRAVFL 1R

‘ ‘!5 SIGNATURE

PLACES

0

[

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC 185

PARTHERS



https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en
https://travelista.international/library/index.php?lang=en

186

www.travelista.international

Chateau Krakovany

Krakovany, Slovakia

Set in the peaceful village of
Krakovany, Chateau Krakovany is
a refined retreat where historic
charm meets contemporary com-
fort. This elegant estate carries the
grace of its heritage while embrac-
ing modern hospitality, offering a
serene escape that celebrates both
place and tranquillity. Surrounded
by rolling landscapes, the chateau
invites guests to slow down, enjoy
the quiet rhythm of the country-
side, and rediscover the pleas-
ures of relaxed, thoughtful living.

Inside, interiors blend classical
lines with subtle, contemporary
touches that feel both warm and
welcoming. Public spaces and
guest rooms are designed with
comfort in mind, creating an at-
mosphere that is calm yet styl-
ish, and always attentive to the
needs of today’s discerning trav-
ellers. The result is an experience
that feels personal and gracious,
rather than formal or distant.

The surrounding region adds
to the chateau’s appeal, with
opportunities for gentle explo-
ration and immersion in local
culture. Whether savouring re-
gional cuisine, taking a stroll
through the nearby landscape,
or simply unwinding in elegantly
composed spaces, guests at Cha-
teau Krakovany discover a place
where heritage and hospitality
come together in quiet harmony.

recepcia@chateaukrakovany.sk
+421 (0)33 /77191 40
www.chateaukrakovany.sk
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Theresia Chateau

Bernolakovo, Slovakia

Just a short drive from Bratisla-
va, Theresia Chateau Bernoldko-
vo stands as an elegant testament
to heritage reimagined for con-
temporary travellers. Set within
beautifully restored historical
architecture, the property offers
a refined enclave where classi-
cal charm and modern comforts
coexist seamlessly. Its gardens,
period features and gracious inte-
riors create the sense of a private
estate — a place where calm, cul-
ture and hospitality are woven to-
gether with thoughtful precision.

Inside, each space is composed
with attention to detail, balanc-
ing traditional elements with un-
derstated design accents. Guest
rooms and suites provide tranquil
retreats after a day of exploration,
while public areas offer settings
for lingering conversation, quiet
reading or relaxed gatherings. The
ambience feels warm and welcom-
ing without ever losing its sense
of refinement, making every stay
both comfortable and memorable.

Beyond the chateau’s doors, the
surrounding region invites gen-
tle discovery, from local histor-
ical sites to scenic walks in the
countryside. At Theresia Chateau
Bernoldkovo, the experience is
shaped by a harmonious blend
of past and present — a desti-
nation that feels rooted in place
yet refreshingly contemporary.

info@theresiachateau.sk
+421 911 507 555
www.theresiachateau.sk
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Loft Hotel

Bratislava, Slovakia

In the heart of Slovakia’s capi-
tal, Loft Hotel Bratislava offers a
contemporary escape shaped by
minimalist design and cosmopol-
itan energy. Situated within walk-
ing distance of Bratislava’s vibrant
Old Town, the property combines
urban convenience with a refined
sense of ease, making it a natural
choice for both business travel-
lers and design-savvy visitors. The
hotel’s distinctive aesthetic — de-
fined by clean lines and thoughtful
spaces — reflects a modern inter-
pretation of city living that feels
fresh without ever losing comfort.

Guest rooms and suites are
composed with clarity and in-
tention: uncluttered layouts, soft
neutral tones and light-filled in-
teriors create environments that
feel calm and collected. Each
space feels personal yet refined,
a backdrop for rest after explor-
ing the nearby cafes, galleries
and historic streets. The design
emphasis invites guests to inhabit
the space rather than simply stay

www.travelista.international

in it, offering an experience that
feels both relaxed and perceptive.

Loft Hotel Bratislava’s location
and character make it not just a
place to sleep, but a base for ur-
ban discovery. Stylish communal
areas and attentive service fur-
ther enhance the stay, offering
moments of connection or quiet
reflection as needed. It is a ho-
tel that understands the rhythm
of city life — energised yet com-
posed, contemporary yet inviting.

reception@lofthotel.sk
+421 2 5751 1000
www.lofthotel.sk
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DoubleTree by Hilton

Bratislava, Slovakia

Located in the bustling heart
of Slovakia’s capital, DoubleTree
by Hilton Bratislava offers a con-
fident blend of international hos-
pitality and local character. Its
contemporary design, warm ser-
vice and central address make it
an ideal base for both business
and leisure travellers alike. Just
steps from the city’s cultural high-
lights, restaurants and historic
streets, the hotel strikes a har-
monious balance between urban
energy and welcoming comfort.

Guest rooms and suites are de-
signed with modern simplicity
and thoughtful details, ensuring a
sense of ease from the moment you
arrive. Spacious layouts, soft hues
and functional amenities create
environments that feel both fresh
and familiar, whether unwinding
after a day of meetings or explor-
ing the city’s landmarks. Through-
out the hotel, attentive service and
a friendly atmosphere enhance
the overall experience, reflecting
the brand’s signature warmth.

Dining and social spaces at Dou-
bleTree by Hilton Bratislava offer
relaxed settings to begin the day
or share an evening meal, while
the hotel’s location invites explo-
ration of Bratislava’s vibrant cul-
tural scene. It is a place where
international travellers feel at
home and local visitors find a re-
fined yet unpretentious stay — an
intersection of comfort, conven-
ience and contemporary city life.

reception.bratislava@hilton.com
+4212/323 401 11

www.hilton.com/en/hotels/btsdidi-doubletree-bratislava/
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Hotel International

Velka Lomnica, Slovakia

Set in the scenic foothills of the
High Tatras, Hotel International
presents a modern mountain re-
treat that blends contemporary
comfort with easy access to one
of Slovakia’s most beloved natural
landscapes. Its crisp architecture
and thoughtful design invite guests
to discover both the adventure and
tranquillity of the surrounding en-
vironment. Whether arriving after
a day on the slopes or setting out
for a hike along forested trails, this
property places the region’s beau-
ty at the centre of the experience.

Interior spaces at Hotel Interna-
tional are composed with clarity
and relaxed sophistication. Guest
rooms and suites offer a clean,
contemporary aesthetic with light-
filled interiors and panoramic
views of the Tatras, creating a calm
backdrop for rest and recharge.
Public areas balance form and
function, providing settings that
feel both social and composed —

perfect for unwinding with a drink
or gathering before an excursion.

The hotel’s location makes it
a natural base for seasonal ex-
ploration, from winter skiing to
summer hiking and beyond. A
welcoming atmosphere and atten-
tive service ensure that each stay
feels tailored to the rhythm of the
mountains. Hotel International
**** stands as a gateway to the High
Tatras — a place where landscape,
comfort and contemporary hospi-
tality meet in effortless harmony.

international@golfinter.sk
+421 52 466 11 11
www.international.sk
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Grand Hotel Bellevue

Horny Smokovec, Slovakia

Perched in the serene heights
of Horny Smokovec, overlooking
the sweeping panoramas of the
High Tatras, Grand Hotel Belle-
vue is a classic mountain sanctu-
ary where views and tranquillity
define the stay. From its elevated
position, guests are greeted by
dramatic ridgelines and valleys
that shift in mood with the sea-
sons, turning every visit into a
visual journey of discovery and
wonder. Its setting alone invites
reflection, relaxation and effort-
less connection with nature.

Thehotel'sinteriorsare designed
to complement the imposing al-
pine landscape, with soft tones,
natural materials and large win-
dows that frame the ever-chang-
ing scenery. Rooms and suites
balance comfort and elegance, of-
fering a restful retreat after days
filled with hiking, skiing or sim-
ply breathing in the crisp moun-
tain air. Throughout the property,
spaces feel thoughtful and com-

posed — creating a rhythm that
is calm without ever being static.

Grand Hotel Bellevue also
serves as a gateway to the rich cul-
tural and outdoor offerings of the
Tatras, inviting guests to explore
both marked trails and hidden
corners of the region. Whether sa-
vouring local cuisine in the dining
areas, unwinding in the lounge or
observing the peaks from a quiet
spot, the experience here feels in-
herently connected to place. Itis a
destination where nature and hos-
pitality meet with quiet dignity.

hotelbellevue@hotelbellevue.sk
+421 52 4762 112
www.hotelbellevue.sk
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Grandhotel Stary Smokovec

Stary Smokovec, Slovakia

Set in the historic mountain
village of Stary Smokovec, Grand-
hotel Stary Smokovec is a distin-
guished landmark that blends
traditional alpine elegance with
thoughtful modern comfort. Sur-
rounded by the forested slopes and
majestic peaks of the High Tatras,
the hotel offers an inviting base
from which to explore the region’s
natural beauty — whether through
scenic hikes, cable car excursions
or quiet winter walks. The location
embodies the Tatras’ spirit of dis-
covery, peace and rugged charm.

Inside, the hotel’s interiors re-
flect a gracious and timeless style,
combining classical details with
contemporary amenities that en-
hance comfort without overshad-
owing the surrounding landscape.
Guest rooms and suites provide
serene settings to unwind after a
day in the mountains, while pub-
lic spaces — lounges, dining areas
and terraces — encourage relaxa-
tion and gentle social moments.

Every space feels curated to com-
plement the pace of mountain
life: calm, collected and attentive.

Grandhotel Stary Smokovec’s
hospitality extends beyond its
rooms, offering personalised ser-
vice and local insight that make
each guest’s stay feel purposeful.
From seasonal regional cuisine
to attentive recommendations
for activities and excursions,
the experience here is shaped
by a refined simplicity that hon-
ours both tradition and the nat-
ural environment. It is a place
where the mountains are al-
ways present — not just in view,
but in the rhythm of every stay.

info@grandhotel.sk
+421 52 47 80 000

tmrhotels.com/grandhotel-stary-smokovec
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